
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. Background of the Study 

         When teaching in a school or a course, every teacher must face different 

character with various behaviour, and also different knowledge that the students 

have. Besides, the teachers often find problems of the children, whether 

physical or mental. Sometimes the problem is easy or hard to be solved. 

         Not only the English subject do the children find difficult to learn, but some 

other subjects as well. Of course, they cannot handle the problem easily and 

they do not know the way out of their difficulties. There are some learning 

disabilities that make them very difficult to learn English well if compared to the 

normal students. One of the learning disabilities is called dyslexia, which makes 

a child difficult to spell, and this is usually followed by difficulty in reading or 

writing as well. 

         Dyslexia can be observed when an English teacher who does not know 

the problem keeps asking a student to spell a word. However the student 

always gets confused in pronouncing the words, no matter how often the 

teacher has spelled the word correctly for the student. Moreover, 
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the dyslexic child cannot read or write well sometimes. In the end, both of the 

teacher and the student will be frustrated. That happened in Ace Kids, Bandung, 

with a student of mine during my internship. He could never spell correctly every 

time I asked him to spell. Furthermore, he could not read a sentence well. 

Sometimes when he was asked to write one or two words, he could not do it 

correctly either.  

         Based on what I get during my internship, I want to choose this topic as 

my final-term paper writing because I think it is interesting as not so many 

Indonesian people know about dyslexia. Knowing how dyslexia affects the 

student and how a teacher can do things to help the dyslexic student in class 

will not make both the teacher and the student frustrated. I would like to find out 

why he has difficulty in spelling and sometimes in reading. This research also 

tries to give solutions to help my student overcome his problem.  

 

B. Statement of the Problem 

         Based on the Background of the Study, I want to find out why my student 

has difficulty in spelling which is often accompanied by difficulties in reading and 

writing during my internship. I think it is caused by the presence of dyslexia and 

I will try to search for more information about the case and find out how to help 

him. 

 

C. Objectives and Benefits of the Study 

         There are some objectives and benefits that I get from the study and 

I will explain it briefly below. 
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o Objectives of the Study 

         I want to find out the cause of what happens with one of my students 

during my internship who cannot spell correctly, accompanied by being very 

slow in reading and difficulty in writing a simple word. This makes me think he 

maybe has dyslexia. From the information that I get, I will be able to know the 

possibility of the child’s condition and find the best way to help him. I will 

analyze this topic to help the teachers as well to know how to handle a child, 

especially dyslexia. 

 

o Benefits of the Study 

         I will divide the benefits of the study into three parts, which are for the 

institution, for myself, and for DIII English Program and the Readers. 

 

(a) For the Institution 

         By reading this term-paper, the teachers can know how to handle the 

students with difficulty in learning English and hopefully they can improve their 

techniques of teaching. The teachers will be able to learn more about children 

psychology, so when they face a problem with a student, they will know how to 

handle the student’s behaviour wisely and control their emotion. 

 

(b) For Myself 

         By conducting this research, I know a new term called dyslexia based on 

some signals that I see from a student of Ace Kids who cannot spell and read 
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correctly. Furthermore, I can gain new information as well as solutions on how 

to help this child and this can add to my knowledge about teaching and about 

children psychology. 

 

(c) For DIII English Program and the Readers 

         Both the lecturers in DIII English Program and the readers will be able to 

know about dyslexia so that they will be able to know how to handle a dyslexic 

child. The readers can also know what Ace Kids is like and what some parents 

should do with their child if they find the child has difficulty in learning English. 

 

D. Description of the Institution 

         Ace Kids was firstly built in Jakarta by Dra. Leony Siswati Tanama in 1998 

with its slogan “Ace Kids starts with the end in mind”, which means that the 

students, who do not really know about English language and come to Ace Kids, 

will learn and speak in English and Ace Kids will teach all types of English 

lessons practically as well. Therefore, when the students do not study in Ace 

Kids anymore, they will still understand and be able to use English language 

everywhere. Ace Kids does not want to teach only theories.  

         On April 1st, 2002, Dra. Leony opened Ace Kids’ first branch at Jalan 

Pajajaran no. 87, Bandung. Then on May 1st, 2006, the next branch was 

opened at Kopo Permai III 47A/no. 11, and the last branch was opened at Jalan 

Astina no. 68D. However, Ace Kids in Jalan Pajajaran has been closed due to 

the small building in Jalan Pajajaran that could not provide enough space to 

accomodate the students who wanted to learn English there. At present there 

  Maranatha Christian University 



                                                                                                                                        5 

are approximately 100 students who join English course at Ace Kids – Bandung 

branch with eight teachers, including the owner, Ms. Rhimelda, and two 

receptionists, one of whom is also a teacher.  

         Ace Kids is an English course which teaches Vocabulary, Writing, 

Reading, Conversation, Listening, and Grammar. The three-floor building in Ace 

Kids Astina branch is complete with teaching equipment, such as: whiteboard, 

colourful markers, colour pencils, TV, DVD player, radio tape, cards, board 

games, such as Scrabble. In all Ace Kids branches are divided into 13 classes 

based on the children’s ability and their grade at school, such as : Toddy, Joey, 

Kiddy, Pre Basic, Basic 1, Basic 2, Basic 3, Intermediate 1, Intermediate 2, 

Intermediate 3, Advance 1, Advance 2, Advance 3. 

 

E. Limitations of the Study 

         I will try to find out what has caused my student to have difficulty in 

spelling and reading in Ace Kids Bandung by gathering some data from the 

internship journal I wrote. I also talked with the supervisor and the receptionist at 

Ace Kids Bandung, interviewed Dr. Dewi, a children’s psychologist, read some 

books, and got information from the internet resources to fulfill my curiosity. 

Afterwards, I will conclude and choose the best solution for this child. 

 

F. Organization of the Term Paper 

         This final term-paper starts with an Abstract, a brief summary of the entire 

paper in Bahasa Indonesia. This Abstract is followed by the Declaration of 

Originality to certify that I write this paper based on my own work, and then the 
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Acknowledgements to all the people and God who have helped me in writing 

this paper. After that is the Table of Contents, which is followed by its five 

chapters. 

         Chapter I consists the introduction of the paper’s analysis and Chapter II 

contains relevant theories that will be used to help my research in writing. 

Furthermore, Chapter III contains the cause of the problem that the child faces 

and the effects of it. Afterwards, I will analyze possible solutions including the 

positive and negative effects from doing it and the real situation analysis in 

Chapter IV. After that, I will choose the best solution with the reasons that will be 

explained in Chapter V. Lastly, I put the Bibliography. 

 

  Maranatha Christian University 


