
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

     People who are successful in their lives are usually those with a lot of drive 

and determination. These are the people who are motivated to work. Every 

person who works has a different reason for doing it. While most people work 

for money, others work because they love their jobs and they want a sense of 

fulfillment. Others may work because they want to help others or to feel 

accomplished in a certain field. All of these reasons can affect them to 

achieve their success. 

     To be successful in this era, people should know what things to do and 

what things to achieve. Since communication has become an important part 

nowadays, there will be no doubt that people should be able to know and 

have expertise in the international language which is valid in the world. There 

are many languages that people use in the world, but the main one is English. 

Therefore, people should learn it successfully. 

     To achieve success in learning English, people should have motivation, 
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because it can drive people to act so that they can achieve success. Besides, 

if people have motivation to do something, they will not be under pressure 

while doing it, and they will probably work hard and get the maximum result.  

     Many experts believe that learning communities such as school, course, 

campus, and so on are the suitable places to learn English. In such places, 

there are teachers who educate people and students who receive the 

education. Both of them are important members in the learning communities. 

     Motivation is also needed in the learning communities. Motivation can 

drive the students’ behaviors to do their best. So, to make students become 

successful in learning English, they need motivation to support them in 

achieving their goals.  

     Realizing the importance of motivation in teaching-learning activities, I 

decide to choose motivation as my topic for my term paper. I am sure that my 

topic is significant. I will also analyze the topic critically and systematically.  

 

B.  Statement of the problem 

     I did my apprenticeship at ACE Kids Astina for one month. During my 

apprenticeship, I found that the students show less enthusiasm in the third 

meeting and henceforth. They also became sleepy while they were studying 

there. They often came late and wanted to go home early.  When the teacher 

asked them to do the exercise, they refused it and they started talking with 

their friends in class. I also found that their performances in studying English 

were decreasing. I had seen their reports about their tests in the class and I 
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found that students only got high marks in the first two weeks, and after that, 

their marks became lower and lower. 

     All of those behaviors can affect the teaching-learning situation, not only 

for the teacher but also the students in ACE Kids Astina. So, I feel interested 

in analyzing that problem, and making it my topic. The problem that I want to 

analyze will be about the unmotivated students in studying English at ACE 

Kids Astina, Bandung, including the causes why students feel unmotivated, 

the effects of the unmotivated students, and the possible solutions to solve 

the problem. 

 

C. Objectives and Benefits of the Study 

     The objectives of the study is to analyze the problem about why the 

students feel unmotivated and try to find out the best solution from the 

problem that I face during my apprenticeship at ACE Kids Astina. Besides, I 

want to create a new atmosphere which is good for the teaching-learning 

situation. I also do this study for my benefits and my improvement because I 

wish to be an English teacher in the future. So, if one day I experience the 

same problem, I would be able to handle it easily. In the end, I hope that this 

paper can also give inspirations and benefits for the ACE Kids and also the 

readers.  

  

 

D. Description of the Institution 

 
Maranatha Christian University 

 

3



     ACE Kids was firstly built in Jakarta in 1998. It was founded by Dra. Leony 

Siswati Tanama. It is a formal institution specializing in English education. 

ACE Kids has a slogan, which is  “ACE Kids starts with the end in mind”. It 

means that ACE Kids is built with one purpose, which is to teach the young 

generations to be expert in English language.  

     On the 1st April 2002, ACE Kids opened its first branch in Bandung. It was 

opened at Jl. Pajajaran 87, and on the 1st May 2006, ACE Kids opened its 

second branch which was located at Jl. Kopo Permai III 47A/11. On the 1st 

January 2007, ACE Kids which was located at Jl. Pajajaran moved to Jl. 

Astina 68D. The reason why it moved was because the previous location was 

too small and could not provide enough space to teach new students since 

the number of the new students increased rapidly.  

     Until now, ACE Kids Astina has 8 teachers and 1 receptionist, while ACE 

Kids Kopo has 4 teachers and 1 receptionsist. I did my apprenticeship in ACE 

Kids Astina, which is the first branch. It has 13 classes which are: Toddy, 

Joey, Kiddy, Pre-Basic 1, Pre-Basic 2, Pre-Basic 3, Intermediate 1, 

Intermediate 2, Intermediate 3, Advance 1, Advance 2, and Advance 3. 

Those classes are divided according to the students’ age and class at school. 

Until now, ACE Kids Astina has more than 100 students around the age of 5 

to 18 years old. 

     ACE Kids Astina is equipped with some tools which support the teaching-

learning activities, such as: whiteboard, DVD player, flash cards, and so on. 
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ACE Kids Astina also provides games like Scrabble, Quest Card, and 

Monopoly for the students to help them improve their English skills. 

     The lessons which are taught to the students are English Grammar, 

Vocabulary, Conversation, Writing, Reading, and also Listening. Besides, the 

teachers can help students if they find difficulties in their English lessons or 

assignments from school. 

     For those who want to apply for a job as a teacher, there are some 

requirements that the applicants should have which are: have a TOEFL score 

of min. 500, love children, have good communication skills, be patient with 

the children, be creative and enthusiastic with the job, and have completed 

the training for one month. 

     My job at ACE Kids Astina was as a teacher assistant. I was responsible in 

handling two classes twice a week for a month. My class started every 

Monday and Thursday from 13.30 till 17.00. My duties were: helped the other 

teachers give the materials for the students, substituted the teacher if she 

was absent, checked the students’ assignments, and also helped them 

explain the lesson if they did not understand the lesson.  

 

E. Limitation of the Study 

     My study is based on some data. The first data comes from my journals. 

During my apprenticeship, I had to make a journal every time I come to the 

class. The journal was written based on my experience in the class. Besides, 

to support my analysis, I did a library research and collected some data from 
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the books in the library. I also searched some theories through the internet. 

The theories that I got were about motivation in education, teaching styles, 

and how to handle the children, and about how to manage the classroom. 

 

F. Organization of the Term Paper 

     The organization of the term paper can be divided into five chapters.  The 

first chapter is about the introduction. We can find the background of the 

study, statement of the problem including its benefits and objectives, and 

some descriptions about the institutions. In the next chapter, which is Chapter 

Two, I will give some theories which can support my analysis to the problem 

that I have. In the Chapter Three, I will state the causes and effects that may 

come from the problem. We can find that the problem does not only give the 

effects for the students but the teachers as well, but it can also affect the 

learning activities there. Chapter Four will explain about potential solutions 

from the problem that I have. There will be three potential solutions, all of 

which will be analyzed critically both the positive and negative impacts. And in 

the last chapter, which is Chapter Five, I will state my final solution including 

the conclusion from all chapters. 
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