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Cover Story 

A New Breed of Terrorists 

Mama’s Boys 

Noordin M. Top relies on several people to escape from the police. Abu Dujanah is 
one of them. 

 

(1)  He could be a latter-day Houdini, adept at vanishing. Authorities have difficulty 

in recognizing him, let alone arrest him. He name is at the top of the police’s 

most-wanted list. He is, after all, an expert in bomb making and armaments. In 

Indonesia, he is a field commander and a bomb strategist. His name is Abu 

Dujanah. 

(2)  This diminutive 37-year-old has become such a threat to public security that 

Surya Dharma, Director of Security and Transnational Affairs of the National 
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 Police, has repeatedly called on the public to be extra cautious about the man.  

 “After an in-depth study of the terrorists network in Indonesia,” said this three-

star police general at the Police Academy in Sukabumi, West Java,” I can say 

that Abu Dujanah is a very dangerous man.” 

(3) According to sources in the police department, the capture of Abu Dujanah is 

currently a police priority. For the past several weeks, the team of the 88th 

Antiterrorism Special Detachment has heightened its search for this man. 

(4) Abu Dujanah was born Ainul Bahri. He was raised in Cianjur, West Java the 

hometown of Hambali alias Riduan Isamuddin, the terrorist suspect currently 

being held by the United States intelligence authorities. Ainul learned to read the 

Qur’an from Dadang Hafidz, a religious teacher who had strong links to the 

Darul Islam separatist movement. 

(5) In the mid-1980s, after changing his name to Abu Dujanah, this Sundanese man 

continued his studies in Pakistan. There he met many mujahideen who later 

convinced him to join the fighting in Afghanistan. He was there from 1989 to 

1991, and was trained at the Afghanistan Mujahideen Military Academy. 

(6) There he honed his lethal skills. He trained in the use of light armaments, bomb 

making and guerilla tactics. Abu Dujanah also had a close friendship with 

Zulkarnaen, who is suspected of being involved in the October 12, 2002 

bombings in Bali.   

(7) Abu Dujanah is known to Nasir Abas, a former instructor at the Afghanistan 

Mujahideen Military Academy. According to him, Abu Dujanah was “smart, 

diligent, and active.” He was able to adapt quickly to his surroundings. “He is 
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very fluent in Arabic and English,” said the author of the book, Exposing the 

Jamaah Islamiyah to Tempo last week. 

(8) It was his fluency in Arabic that enabled Abu Dujanah to connect with and gain 

the trust of high-ranking Al Qaeda members. He has even met privately with 

Osama bin Laden, the leader of a terrorist organization, according to the CIA. 

(9) After Afghanistan, Abu Dujanah became a teacher at the Luqmanul Hakiem 

Islamic Boarding School in Johor, Malaysia. At the time, the Luqmanul Hakiem 

was led by Muchlas-now sentenced to death for his involvement in the October 

2002 Bali bombing. Noordin Mohammad Top also once taught at this school. 

From here, Abu Dujanah developed a very close relationship with the police’s 

most wanted fugitive. 

(10) Abu Dujanah then helped to expand the Jamaah Islamiyah (JI). He was the 

secretary of the Mantiqi II area, covering the region of Sumatra, Java, Bali, West 

Nusa Tenggara and East Nusa Tenggara. In October 2002, he was promoted to 

the position of secretary of the JI markaziyah (headquarters). 

(11) According to Brig. Gen. Surya Dharma, Abu Dujanah is currently protecting 

Noordin Top. He, among others, found safe accommodations for Noordin, a 

fugitive with a Rp1 billion bounty on his head. “Abu Dujanah is protecting 

Noordin,” Surya added. 

(12) This is not surprising, given that Abu Dujanah, as recalled by Nasir Abas, is a 

leader who is very protective of his friends. For this reason, he is convinced that 

Abu Dujanah will never hand Noordin over the police. “Even though he may not 

necessarily agree with Noordin’s actions.” said Nasir.  
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(13) It is evident from this story how much Noordin relies on Abu Dujanah. Soon 

after escaping a police raid on Jalan Kebon Kembang in Bandung at the end on 

2003. Noordin fled to Yogyakarta. There according to Nasir, Noordin was 

having trouble finding a hideout. 

(14) Noordin then contacted Abu Dujanah by email. Abu Dujanah immediately 

responded by asking him to go to Solo, Central Java. In his town. Abu Dujanah 

provided him with the house of Fauzan, a member of the JI, to use as a place to 

hide. “Noordin was taken care of and protected by Abu Dujanah, but he could 

not go anywhere.” said Nasir . 

(15) The situation changed after a bomb exploded at the Australian embassy in 

Jakarta on September 9.2004. According to Nasir, from that time on. Noordin no 

longer sought protection with the activists of the Indonesian Islamic Nation 

(NII), which he left was “not radical enough.” He began to rely more on JI 

activists. “That is why Jemaah Islamiyah members are sworn to protect each 

other.” said Nasir. 

(16) From the testimony of some terrorist suspect who have been jailed since 2005, 

Noordin often hides out in Pekalongan, Solo, Semarang, and Temanggung, 

Central Java. These places were Noordin’s favorite hideouts, not only because 

they have strong Islamic communities, but also due to favorable conditions in the 

region. 

(17) After the death of Dr. Azahari Husin in November last year, Noordin selected 

hideouts in highly populated areas or in remote areas beyond the reach of 

cellular phone services. Noordin has made new cells in several regions. 
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(18) Noordin uses different names in each cell. In Semarang he used the names 

Ridwan, Ahmad, and Farhan. In Temanggung, he called himself Herman. In 

Pekalongan he said he was Jat or Hazmi. However, there is a code word used by 

cell members to refer to him: “My mama.” 

(19)  A Tempo source with the police said that Abu Dujanah is currently screening 

new recruits for Noordin. “Noordin will only accept those he recommends,” said 

the officer, who is familiar with the details of the terrorists hunt. 

(20) In addition to Abu Dujanah, Noordin is also relying on Rino alias Tedy. 

According to several terrorist suspects, he is a mystery. In his early 30s, he is the 

one who helped make the video recording of Noordin’s statement about the 

October 2005 bombing in Bali. 

(21) According to Subur Sugiyanto alias Abu Mujahid, the suspect who was arrested 

in Semarang early this year, Tedy is graduate of Ma’had Darusysyahadah, 

Boyolali, Central Java. He comes from Wonogiri and is known to be a computer 

expert. “Tedy has military and warfare abilities,” cited an investigation report, a 

copy of which was obtained by Tempo. 

(22) Tedy was also the one who found the rental house for Azahari and Noordin on 

Jalan Flamboyan in Batu, East Java. This is where Azahari was killed in a police 

raid, in November last year. According to a witness, Tedy also once bought three 

pistols which were paid for with the proceeds from selling the stolen gold. 

(23) Several others are still on the run from the police. They include Dulmatin and 

Umar Patek, who are suspected of being involved in the October 2002 Bali 

Bombing and are believed to be hiding in Mindanao, South Philippines. There 
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are also Zulkarnaen, Qotada, Nuim, and Zulkifli bin Hir. According to Nasir 

Abas, they are experienced fighters. 

(24) These veterans of Afghanistan may still be dangerous. According to Mohammad 

Cholily, 28, who last week was sentenced to 18 years imprisonment in the Bali 

bombing case, Azahari once swore: bombings targeted at Western interests will 

be carried out once a year. 

 

Table 1. Superstructure analysis in the article “Mama’s Boys” 

No Paragraph 
No 

Paragraph Schematic 
Categories 

1 1 He could be a latter-day Houdini, adept 
at vanishing. Authorities have difficulty 
in recognizing him, let alone arrest him. 
He name is at the top of the police’s most-
wanted list. He is, after all, an expert in 
bomb making and armaments. In 
Indonesia, he is a field commander and a 
bomb strategist. His name is Abu 
Dujanah. 

Main event 

2 2 This diminutive 37-year-old has become 
such a threat to public security that Surya 
Dharma, Director of Security and 
Transnational Affairs of the National Police, 
has repeatedly called on the public to be 
extra cautious about the man. “After an in-
depth study of the terrorists network in 
Indonesia,” said this three-star police 
general at the Police Academy in Sukabumi, 
West Java,” I can say that Abu Dujanah is 
a very dangerous man.” 

Consequences 
(verbal 

reaction) 

3 3 According to sources in the police 
department, the capture of Abu Dujanah is 
currently a police priority. For the past 
several weeks, the team of the 88th 
Antiterrorism Special Detachment has 
heightened its search for this man. 

Consequences 
(verbal 

reaction) 
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4 4 Abu Dujanah was born Ainul Bahri. He 
was raised in Cianjur, West Java the 
hometown of Hambali alias Riduan 
Isamuddin, the terrorist suspect currently 
being held by the United States 
intelligence authorities. Ainul learned to 
read the Qur’an from Dadang Hafidz, a 
religious teacher who had strong links to 
the Darul Islam separatist movement. 

Background 
(history) 

5 5 In the mid-1980s, after changing his name 
to Abu Dujanah, this Sundanese man 
continued his studies in Pakistan. There 
he met many mujahideen who later 
convinced him to join the fighting in 
Afghanistan. He was there from 1989 to 
1991, and was trained at the Afghanistan 
Mujahideen Military Academy. 

Background 
(history) 

6 6 There he honed his lethal skills. He 
trained in the use of light armaments, 
bomb making and guerilla tactics. Abu 
Dujanah also had a close friendship with 
Zulkarnaen, who is suspected of being 
involved in the October 12, 2002 
bombings in Bali.   

Background 
(history) 

7 7 Abu Dujanah is known to Nasir Abas, a 
former instructor at the Afghanistan 
Mujahideen Military Academy. According 
to him, Abu Dujanah was “smart, diligent, 
and active.” He was able to adapt quickly 
to his surroundings. “He is very fluent in 
Arabic and English,” said the author of the 
book, exposing the Jamaah Islamiyah to 
Tempo last week. 

Consequences 
(verbal 

reaction) 

8 8 It was his fluency in Arabic that enabled 
Abu Dujanah to connect with and gain 
the trust of high-ranking Al Qaeda 
members. He has even met privately with 
Osama bin Laden, the leader of a 
terrorist organization, according to the 
CIA. 

Consequences 
(verbal 

reaction) 

9 9 After Afghanistan, Abu Dujanah became a 
teacher at the Luqmanul Hakiem Islamic 
Boarding School in Johor, Malaysia. At 
the time, the Luqmanul Hakiem was led by 

Background 
(history) 
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Muchlas-now sentenced to death for his 
involvement in the October 2002 Bali 
bombing. Noordin Mohammad Top also 
once taught at this school. From here, Abu 
Dujanah developed a very close 
relationship with the police’s most wanted 
fugitive. 

10 10 Abu Dujanah then helped to expand the 
Jamaah Islamiyah (JI). He was the 
secretary of the Mantiqi II area, covering 
the region of Sumatra, Java, Bali, West 
Nusa Tenggara and East Nusa Tenggara. 
In October 2002, he was promoted to the 
position of secretary of the JI markaziyah 
(headquarters). 

Background 
(history) 

11 11 According to Brig. Gen. Surya Dharma, 
Abu Dujanah is currently protecting 
Noordin Top. He, among others, found 
safe accommodations for Noordin, a 
fugitive with a Rp1 billion bounty on his 
head. “Abu Dujanah is protecting 
Noordin,” Surya added. 

Consequences 
(verbal 

reaction) 

12 12 This is not surprising, given that Abu 
Dujanah, as recalled by Nasir Abas, is a 
leader who is very protective of his 
friends. For this reason, he is convinced that 
Abu Dujanah will never hand Noordin 
over the police. “Even though he may not 
necessarily agree with Noordin’s actions.” 
said Nasir.  

Consequences 
(verbal 

reaction) 

13 13 It is evident from this story how much 
Noordin relies on Abu Dujanah. Soon 
after escaping a police raid on Jalan 
Kebon Kembang in Bandung at the end 
of 2003. Noordin fled to Yogyakarta. 
There according to Nasir, Noordin was 
having trouble finding a hideout. 

Background 
(history) 

14 14 Noordin then contacted Abu Dujanah by 
email. Abu Dujanah immediately 
responded by asking him to go to Solo, 
Central Java. In his town. Abu Dujanah 
provided him with the house of Fauzan, a 
member of the JI, to use as a place to 
hide. “Noordin was taken care of and 

Background 
(history),  

Consequences 
(verbal 

reaction) 
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Table 2. Representation of Abu Dujanah in the verbal reaction category 

protected by Abu Dujanah, but he could 
not go anywhere.” said Nasir 

15 19 A Tempo source with the police said that 
Abu Dujanah is currently screening new 
recruits for Noordin. “Noordin will only 
accept those he recommends,” said the 
officer, who is familiar with the details of 
the terrorists hunt. 

Consequences 
(verbal 

reaction) 

No Paragraph 
No 

Source Utterance Abu Dujanah’s 
Representation  

1 2 Surya Dharma, 
Director of 

Security and 
Transnational 
Affairs of the 

National Police 

“After an in-depth study 
of the terrorists network 
in Indonesia,”... I can say 
that Abu Dujanah is a 
very dangerous man.” 

(-) 

2 3 Police 
Department 

the capture of Abu 
Dujanah is currently a 
police priority. 

(-) 

3 7 Nasir Abas, 
former instructor 

at the 
Afganishtan 
Mujahideen 

Military 
Academy 

Abu Dujanah was “smart, 
diligent, and active.” He 
was able to adapt quickly 
to his surroundings. “He 
is very fluent in Arabic 
and English,” 

(+) 

4 8 CIA It was his fluency in 
Arabic that enabled Abu 
Dujanah to connect with 
and gain the trust of high-
ranking Al Qaeda 
members. He has even 
met privately with Osama 
bin Laden, the leader of a 
terrorist organization 

(-) 

5 11 Surya Dharma, 
Director of 

Security and 
Transnational 

Abu Dujanah is currently 
protecting Noordin Top. 
He, among others, found 
safe accommodations for 

(-) 



49 
 

 

 

Table 3. Representation of Abu Dujanah in the background (history) category 

Affairs of the 
National Police 

Noordin, a fugitive with a 
Rp1 billion bounty on his 
head. “Abu Dujanah is 
protecting Noordin,” 

6 12 Nasir Abas, 
former instructor 

at the 
Afganishtan 
Mujahideen 

Military 
Academy 

is a leader who is very 
protective of his friends. 
For this reason, he is 
convinced that Abu 
Dujanah will never hand 
Noordin over the police. 
“Even though he may not 
necessarily agree with 
Noordin’s actions.”  

(+) 

7 14 Nasir Abas, 
former instructor 

at the 
Afganishtan 
Mujahideen 

Military 
Academy 

“Noordin was taken care 
of and protected by Abu 
Dujanah, but he could not 
go anywhere.” 

(+) 

8 19 The police 
officer 

Abu Dujanah is currently 
screening new recruits for 
Noordin. “Noordin will 
only accept those he 
recommends,” 

(-) 

No Paragraph 
No 

Sentences Abu Dujanah’s 
Representation 

1 4 Abu Dujanah was born Ainul Bahri. He 
was raised in Cianjur, West Java the 
hometown of Hambali alias Riduan 
Isamuddin, the terrorist suspect currently 
being held by the United States intelligence 
authorities. Ainul learned to read the 
Qur’an from Dadang Hafidz, a religious 
teacher who had strong links to the Darul 
Islam separatist movement. 

(-) 
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Table 4. List of Words of Representation Abu Dujanah in “Mama’s Boys” Article 

2 5 In the mid-1980s, after changing his name 
to Abu Dujanah, this Sundanese man 
continued his studies in Pakistan. There he 
met many mujahideen who later convinced 
him to join the fighting in Afghanistan. He 
was there from 1989 to 1991, and was 
trained at the Afghanistan Mujahideen 
Military Academy. 

(-) 

3 6 There he honed his lethal skills. He trained 
in the use of light armaments, bomb 
making and guerilla tactics. Abu Dujanah 
also had a close friendship with 
Zulkarnaen, who is suspected of being 
involved in the October 12, 2002 bombings 
in Bali. 

(-) 

4 9 Abu Dujanah became a teacher at the 
Luqmanul Hakiem Islamic Boarding 
School in Johor, Malaysia ... From here, 
Abu Dujanah developed a very close 
relationship with the police’s most wanted 
fugitive. 

(-) 

5 10 Abu Dujanah then helped to expand the 
Jamaah Islamiyah (JI). He was the 
secretary of the Mantiqi II area, covering 
the region of Sumatra, Java, Bali, West 
Nusa Tenggara and East Nusa Tenggara. 
In October 2002, he was promoted to the 
position of secretary of the JI markaziyah 
(headquarters). 

(-) 

6 13 It is evident from this story how much 
Noordin relies on Abu Dujanah. Soon after 
escaping a police raid on Jalan Kebon 
Kembang in Bandung at the end of 2003. 
Noordin fled to Yogyakarta ... Noordin was 
having trouble finding a hideout. 

(-) 

7 14 Noordin then contacted Abu Dujanah by 
email. Abu Dujanah immediately 
responded by asking him to go to Solo, 
Central Java. In his town. Abu Dujanah 
provided him with the house of Fauzan, a 
member of the JI, to use as a place to hide. 

(-) 
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No Paragraph 
No 

Paragraph Abu Dujanah’s 
Representation 

1 1 He could be a latter-day Houdini, adept at 
vanishing. Authorities have difficulty in 
recognizing him, let alone arrest him. His name is 
at the top of the police’s most-wanted list. He is, 
after all, an expert in bomb making and 
armaments. In Indonesia, he is a field commander 
and a bomb strategist. His name is Abu Dujanah. 

(-) 

2 2 This diminutive 37-year-old has become such a 
threat to public security that Surya Dharma, 
Director of Security and Transnational Affairs of 
the National Police, has repeatedly called on the 
public to be extra cautious about the man. “After 
an in-depth study of the terrorists network in 
Indonesia,” said this three-star police general at 
the Police Academy in Sukabumi, West Java,” I 
can say that Abu Dujanah is a very dangerous 
man.” 

(-) 

3 7 Abu Dujanah is known to Nasir Abas, a former 
instructor at the Afghanistan Mujahideen Military 
Academy. According to him, Abu Dujanah was 
“smart, diligent, and active.” He was able to 
adapt quickly to his surroundings. “He is very 
fluent in Arabic and English,” said the author of 
the book, exposing the Jamaah Islamiyah to 
Tempo last week. 

(+) 

4 9 After Afghanistan, Abu Dujanah became a teacher 
at the Luqmanul Hakiem Islamic Boarding School 
in Johor, Malaysia. At the time, the Luqmanul 
Hakiem was led by Muchlas-now sentenced to 
death for his involvement in the October 2002 
Bali bombing. Noordin Mohammad Top also once 
taught at this school. From here, Abu Dujanah 
developed a very close relationship with the 
police’s most wanted fugitive. 

(-) 

5 12 This is not surprising, given that Abu Dujanah, as 
recalled by Nasir Abas, is a leader who is very 
protective of his friends. For this reason, he is 
convinced that Abu Dujanah will never hand 
Noordin over the police. “Even though he may not 
necessarily agree with Noordin’s actions.” said 
Nasir.  

(+) 

6 14 Noordin then contacted Abu Dujanah by email. 
Abu Dujanah immediately responded by asking 

(+) 
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Table 5. List of Rhetorical Figures of Representation of Abu Dujanah  
 

 

 

him to go to Solo, Central Java. In his town. Abu 
Dujanah provided him with the house of Fauzan, a 
member of the JI, to use as a place to hide. 
“Noordin was taken care of and protected by 
Abu Dujanah, but he could not go anywhere.” 
said Nasir 

No Paragraph 
No 

Paragraph Abu Dujanah’s 
Representation 

1 1 He could be a latter-day Houdini, adept at 
vanishing. Authorities have difficulty in 
recognizing him, let alone arrest him. His name 
is at the top of the police’s most-wanted list. He 
is, after all, an expert in bomb making and 
armaments. In Indonesia, he is a field 
commander and a bomb strategist. His name is 
Abu Dujanah. 

(-) 


