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Types of Non-Observance of Gricean Maxims of  

Private Practice Television Series 

 
Scene DIALOGUE TYPE OF NON-

OBSERVANCE OF THE 

MAXIM 
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Cooper : You know, I was right there, I 

was at the door and you 

called, (1)  and…..and…. 

I…… I….(2) 

Charlotte: I called because I got fired. 

No, I called because you are 

my boyfriend and I needed 

you. 

Cooper   : No, I’m not blaming you, I’m 

not saying. It’s not your fault, 

it’s my fault. I couldn’t stop 

it. You didn’t know.(3) 

Charlotte: I didn’t know? Your feeling? 

Cooper     : I’m tired. (4) 

Charlotte        : It’s because of me? 

Flouting maxim of quantity 
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Cooper            : Charlotte! 

Charlotte  :You look like day-old 

dishwater. Why don’t you 

go and grab the shower or 

get some rest? You have 

done all you can here. 

Cooper       : She is my patient, and I 

should have known what 

was going on. I couldn’t 

stop this. 

Charlotte    :When are you going to 

Violete’s to get your 

stuff? 

Cooper             : Ah, come on. (5) 

Charlotte         : Have you talked to her? 

Cooper           : This is not about 

Violete, I haven’t 

shaved and my shirt’s a 

little wrinkled. Look, 

I’m fine! (6) 

Charlotte    : You are fine? You haven’t 

seen Violete since she got home? You 

lived with her for six months now you 

won’t even pick up a clean 
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shirt? You won’t talk about it? 

Cooper          : Like you talk about you  

getting fired.(7) 

Charlotte           : Cooper! 

Cooper              : I have a patient! (8) 

Cooper        : There are police officers 

here, they want to take 

Tammy. I need you to let 

me keep her in the 

hospital for another 48 

hours. (9) 

Charlotte      : You did not just interrupt 

my dinner to ask me to 

hide your patient. 

Cooper         : From the law? Do you 

really think that putting an 

11 year old girl in jail is 

the right thing to do? 

Charlotte    : She stabbed her father! 

(10) 

Cooper         : Let’s help her! (11) 

Charlotte      : You are not social 

services, you fixed her 

arm. You did your job.  I 

 

Flouting the maxim of relation 
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feel bad for the kid too.(12) 

Cooper    : Do you? Because I really 

can’t tell, because it’s like 

nothing bothers you. It’s 

like you didn’t get fired, like 

Violete didn’t almost 

die.(13) 

Charlotte    :  It’s like I’m heartless? 

Charlotte : Who is Addison, ask me 

motive question? I don’t have 

anything to explain to her. 

Cooper       : (Chuckles) 

Charlotte    : ”What?” 

Cooper     : I’m just waiting for you to 

finish. 

Charlotte  : Say what is on your mind 

Cooper? 

Cooper    : You don’t fight fair. You 

don’t listen to the other 

side, Charlotte. You don’t 

hear people out. You don’t 

answer question and when 

you want to get out of 

something, you……”(14) 
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Charlotte    : What are you talking 

Cooper    : Well, with 

Addison you just walk 

away. With me you 

use sex.”(15) 

Charlotte     : Do you have a problem 

with that?” 

Cooper      : Yes, we are engaged and 

having a discussion 

about children is 

important. And in my 

mind I ask you a pretty 

simple question that 

you don’t seem to want 

to answer.”(16) 

Charlotte          : What is big damn deal?” 

about?” 
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