
CHAPTER ONE 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 
1.1 Background of the Study 
 

As social beings, we cannot be separated from social interactions. There 

are a lot of ways of interacting. One of them is having conversations with other 

people. The medium that is used in a conversation is language. Language can be 

divided into verbal and non-verbal language. An interaction using non-verbal 

language is done by means of facial expressions, gestures or body movements. On 

the other hand, in using verbal language, the speaker expresses his feelings, 

emotions or opinions through words. Language obviously plays an important role 

in expressing one’s feelings, emotions, or opinions. 

In interacting, both verbally and non-verbally, misunderstandings are 

likely to occur, even though the speaker and the hearer are using the same 

language. It happens because in conveying the point of his or her utterance in a 

conversation, the speaker does not always speak literally. On the contrary, he may 

say something implicitly. There is an additional meaning or a meaning completely 

different from the literal meaning of the sentence. For instance, a speaker who is 

bored and does not like to continue a conversation further may not say it directly, 

but perhaps say that he has to go. Thus, his utterance ‘I have to go' implies that it 

is unpleasant to have a conversation with his conversational partner.  
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A conversation containing an implied meaning will be successful if the 

hearer can get the speaker’s intention. Unfortunately, however, not all hearers 

can immediately catch that meaning. It depends on their intellect and on their 

condition at that time, such as when they are nervous or in a panic. This 

situation will lead to misunderstandings.  This misunderstanding will surely 

give effects. The effects can be comical or serious, depending on the context 

of the conversation. In That ‘70s Show, the source of the data of my thesis, the 

misunderstandings mostly result in comical effects. However, I do not only 

focus my discussion on conversations related to comical effects, but also all 

misunderstandings as a result of the non-observance of the Gricean Maxims. 

These misunderstandings are interesting to discuss, so I choose Analysis of the 

Non-Observance of the Gricean Maxims in That ‘70s Show as the topic of my 

thesis.  

The implied meaning and the misunderstanding belong to Pragmatics, 

a study about speaker meaning. The theory that I use in approaching the 

problems in That ‘70s Show is the Gricean Maxim. The Gricean Maxim is the 

theory introduced by Paul Grice and is used to analyze conversation. 

According to Grice, there are four Conversational Maxims: a speaker must not 

say more or less than is required, a speaker has to tell the truth, a speaker has 

to give a relevant answer and a speaker has to be brief and clear in giving an 

answer. In making a conversation a speaker may or may not conform to these 

maxims. 

 There are some reasons why a speaker does not observe a maxim. 

First, a speaker just wants to give an additional or different meaning; he does 
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not necessarily have an intention to mislead the hearer. In addition, a speaker 

may not observe a maxim because he is drunk, too nervous or excited or 

because he is a child or a foreign language learner that has no linguistic 

competence. Another reason is the speaker’s profession or culture’s belief that 

makes the speaker unable to answer explicitly. These will be more clearly 

explained when the theory is applied in the data. 

I take the data of my thesis from That ‘70s Show TV series. I choose 

this TV series because it has a lot of misunderstandings that happen in the 

interactions between the characters, and the misunderstandings are caused by 

the speaker’s non-observance of the Gricean Maxims. Some of the 

misunderstandings give comical effects. Moreover, some of the characters are 

angry or confused because of the non-observance. 

 That '70s Show was made in 2005. It tells about the life of some 

teenagers and the setting of time is 1976. I choose this TV series because it has 

a lot of misunderstanding that occur because of the non-observance of the 

Grican Maxim. The non-observance is done by the main characters, the 

teenagers. They do the non-observance not only to their parents but also to 

their friends. As teenagers, they do not want to live with a lot of rules so that 

they do not obey their parents. Moreover, they want their friends to know that 

they are capable of doing everything. These reasons make the teenagers do the 

non-observance such as not saying the truth and giving much information. The 

non-observance gives comical effect that makes this TV series is interesting to 

be analyzed. 
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1.2 Statement of the Problem 
 
      There are three problems that I am going to analyze: 
 
1. Which utterances in That ‘70s Show show the fact that the speaker fails to 

observe the Gricean Maxims? 

2. Which Gricean Maxims does the speaker fail to observe? 

3. Why does the speaker fail to observe the Gricean Maxims? 

 
1.3 Purpose of the Study 
 
The purpose of doing the analysis is  
 
1. to show the utterances in That’ 70s Show that contain failure in observing 

the Gricean maxims. 

2. to explain which maxims the speaker fails to observe. 

3. to explain why the speaker fails to observe the maxims. 

 
1.4 Method of Research 
 

In doing this research, first I watch the TV comedy series, That '70s 

Show. Then I collect the conversations which contain comical scenes and I 

choose the conversations in which the speaker fails to observe the Gricean 

maxims. After that, I analyze and classify them based on the types of the non-

observance and the types of maxim that they fail to observe. Then I analyze 

the data. Finally, I write the conclusion. 

 

1.5 Organization of the Thesis 
 

There are four chapters in my thesis. Chapter One consists of five 

parts: Background of the Study, Statement of the Problem, Purpose of the 
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Study, Method of Research, and Organization of the Thesis. Chapter Two 

contains the theories that I use, Pragmatics and Conversational Implicature of 

the Gricean Maxims. The discussion and the interpretation of my data are 

written in Chapter Three. In the last chapter, Chapter Four, I put forward my 

personal comments and opinion on my findings. The thesis finally ends with 

Bibliography and Appendix. 
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