APPENDICES

SYNOPSIS OF WILD BOY

The novel Wild Boy is about a boy of about twelve years old who is found
by people in the forest near Aveyron. He is naked; his body is full of scars, and he
acts like an animal. He will bite people who try to approach him. He is considered
to be an idiot because of his abnormal behaviour but Doctor Itard, one of the
narrators in the novel, believes that the boy is not an idiot. He is in charge of
educating Victor. He employs Madame Guérin, another narrator in the novel, to
take care of Victor’s daily needs. Victor behaves like a beast and he cannot speak.
Doctor Itard tries to educate and civilize him. Doctor Itard teaches him to spell a
word and eat politely while Madame Guérin and her husband take care of him like
their own child. Julie, Madame Guérin’s daughter often plays with Victor and
Victor is very happy when he is together with her. He is obviously attracted by
her.

Victor becomes the centre of attraction. People want to know about the
boy who has lived in the forest for a long time. Victor is afraid when people
approach him. Later he feels comfortable with the people who are close to him.
He also wants to learn new things. They teach him how to be a ‘human being’.

Nevertheless, Victor is very bad-tempered and stubborn.
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Time passes and now Victor has gained a little progress. He can speak a
few words and is not afraid to interact with people any more. Doctor Itard is very
excited to see Victor’s development although he is a little disappointed because
Victor cannot really be a normal child. However, at least he can prove that Victor
can become a better person. After five years, Itard no longer takes care of Victor.

Finally, Victor stays with Madame Gueérin until he dies at the age of forty.
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