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APPENDIX 

 

UTTERANCES TYPE OF 

MAXIM 

TYPE OF 

NON-

OBSERVAN

CE 

Data 1: 

Debra : Be happy you’re home for 

my birthday, that’s all I can 

say. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxim of 

quantity 

 

Maxim of 

quality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flouting of a 

maxim 

Ray : What? Of course I’m home 

for your birthday. Are you 

kidding? Your birthday…  

Ray and Debra 

(speak together) 

: Is Sunday. 

Ray : That’s right. 

Debra : How old am I gonna be. 

Ray : I know that. 

Debra : Ray how old? 

Ray : All right, I just have to 

backtrack. Let’s see, when 

I proposed you were 23, 

you said no. 

Debra : Right. 

Ray : Then I proposed, you were 

24. 

Ray and Debra 

(speak together) 

: No again. 
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Ray : Right. Then I took a year off 

to regroup. 

  

Debra : Yeah. 

Ray : Then I came back with a 

job. Boom. Married. That 

would make you 32-ish. 

Debra : All right I’ll accept that. 

Data 2: 

Leo : Hey, want to go to Nemo’s, 

get a slice. 

 

Maxim of 

relation 

 

 

Flouting of a 

maxim 

Ray : Leo, my kids aren’t fish, 

you can’t just sprinkle 

food over their crib and 

leave. 

Data 3: 

Marie : Your birthday gift to me 

finally came this morning. 

Did you know you sent me a 

box of pears? 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxim of 

quantity 

 

 

 

 

 

Flouting of a 

maxim 

Ray : Yeah… 

Marie : From a place called fruit of 

the month? 

Ray : That’s right, how are they? 

Marie : They’re very nice pears. 

But there are so many of 

them. There are over a 

dozen of pears. What am I 

supposed to do with all 

that pears? 

Data 4: 

Bernie’s wife 

(Ray and Debra 

: Don’t you love Nemo at 

night? The candles. 

 

 

 

 



41 
 

friend)  

 

Maxim of 

manner 

 

Maxim of 

quantity 

 

 

Flouting of a 

maxim 

Debra  : Yeah, twinkly light. 

Bernie’s wife : I know. 

Debra  : Such a romantic 

atmosphere. 

Ray : Yeah… That is why the 

pope eats here. 

 Hey, You think He really 

said “to my buddy nemo, 

Your pizza is infallible”. 

(pointing a pope’s picture 

that hanging on the wall). 

Bernie’s wife : Hey, he is good luck. 

Bernie : Yeah. We’ve got a picture 

of him down at the shop 

riding a jet ski. 

Data 5: 

Debra : Hey, you know what I think 

is really sexy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxim of 

manner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flouting of a 

maxim 

Ray : What? 

Debra : A man who does the dishes. 

Ray : No, does nothing for me. 

You know what does it for 

me? 

Debra : What? 

Ray : A woman who does the 

dishes with another 

woman. 

Data 6: 

Debra : Hello… 

Yes, he is. May I ask who is 

calling? 
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Okay just a minute. 

Angelina… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxim of 

manner 

 

Maxim of 

quality 

 

Maxim of 

quantity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flouting of a 

maxim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infringing of 

a maxim 

Ray : Angelina? Do not know 

anyone by that name. 

Debra : Does he know what this is 

regarding? 

Okay, yeah. Thanks for 

calling, bye-bye. 

She is got your wallet. 

Ray : What? My wallet? 

Debra : Yeah, it is at Nemo’s. 

Ray : I didn’t go to Nemo’s 

Debra : Well, your wallet made it 

there somehow. 

Do you have your wallet? 

Ray, she said she just waited 

on you. 

Ray : Oh, Nemo’s… Nemo’s… 

Nemo’s… 

Might have been a 

waitress over there. 

Even though usually we go 

to the counter, but today  

Nemo forced us into table, 

where the waitresses go. 

So we had to have a 

waitress. Not “have” a 

waitress. We had a 

waitress service. 

Data 7: 

Debra : Ooh, you’re all wet, what 

happen to you? 
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Ray : Yeah, I was in the Giants 

locker room…. I ended up 

in the shower with Joe 

Taggart. I was doing 

interviews, but listen to this. 

It’s after practice, right, and 

everyone’s pretty much 

cleared out, and I hear the 

shower still going, so I look 

in. 

 

 

 

Maxim of 

manner 

 

 

 

 

 

Flouting of a 

maxim 

 

 

Frank : What are you looking in 

for? 

Data 8: 

Robert : So Raymond, what is the 

problem? 

  

 

 

 

 

Suspending 

a maxim 

Ray : Hey Robert, this is a pretty 

good game we should just 

shut up and watch it, right? 

Frank : What problem? What are 

you talking about? 

Ray : Nothing dad, nothing. 

Robert : Sounds like Raymond 

having a little trouble south 

of the border. 

Frank : O yeah? Mr. Johnson not 

showing up for work. 

Data 9: 

Ray : If you set it every twenty 

years. 

  

 

 

 

Suspending 

Robert : Hey… Hey… Hey a little 

respect here. 

Frank : Look, it’s all right, it’s all 
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right. Listen sonny, if you’re 

having trouble making the 

wee-wacky-woo-hoo… 

You did not get from me. 

a maxim 

Data 10: 

Roy Firestone : Our subject tonight : 

athletes and steroids.  

As you might know, there’s 

an increasing use of steroids 

among amateur athletes. 

Ray, you wrote a very 

interesting article about that. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infringing a 

maxim 

Ray : Yes, I did Roy. 

Roy Firestone : Why don’t you tell us about 

that Ray? 

Ray : It’s a growing problem... it’s 

a growing problem, 

steroid... I’d say it’s even 

gotten to be a bit of a... 

James Worthy : Epidemic... 

Ray : No, it’s not an epidemic. It’s 

out of control. It’s kinda like 

a... epidemic... 

James Worthy : Yeah... epidemic, That’s 

right. 

Ray : What they did was they took 

a group of olympic athletes 

and they axed them if using 

steroids would guarantee 

you a gold medal... But 

would also kill you in five 

years, would you still do it? 
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64% of them said yes. 

Data 11: 

Ray : Okay, so let me get this 

straight Dad. Everything 

you said after the show last 

night was a lie and behind 

my back you’ve been 

talking about how bad i was. 

You think i stunk... you 

think i stunk... 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxim of 

quantity 

 

 

 

 

 

Flouting of a 

maxim 

Marie : What difference? does it 

make what we think. 

They asked you back. 

Frank : But keeps in mind the things 

we told you. Because i got 

to see people during the day. 

Marie : Oh my God... 

The supermarket... 

Data 12: 

Marie : How’s your book coming?  

 

 

Maxim of 

quantity 

 

 

 

Flouting of a 

maxim 

Ray : Good, yeah… 

Marie : It is so exciting to see you 

writing a book. 

Ray : Thanks, thank you mom. 

Marie : Does it have to be about 

sport? 

Ray : Yeah, well, It’s either that 

or about mother who can’t 

let go. 

Marie : Oh... God. 

Data 13: 

Ray : Whoa...   
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Robert : Hey, hi... hi... , how’s it 

hanging? 

 

 

Suspending 

a maxim 

Ami : You, guys are home early. 

Debra : Uh-huh. 

Ray : Imagine our surprised to 

find you two on the couch 

pap... pap... pap... pap... 

pap... pa... 

Data 14: 

Ray : Listen... Robert.  

 

Maxim of 

relation 

 

Maxim of 

manner 

 

 

Violating a 

maxim 

 

 

 

 

Suspending 

a maxim 

Robert : Yeah... 

Ray : Do you ever have a 

hamburger and the whole 

time you’re eating it 

you’re imagining that it’s 

steak. 

Robert : I have, yes i have. 

(Ray gives Debra’s Aerobic 

instructor picture to Robert) 

Ray : That’s the steak. 

Robert : What? 

Ray : I think this guy is the reason 

that i’m having more sex. 

Data 15: 

Debra : Listen Ray, I don’t get this. 

You work all the time and 

you have to go on road trips, 

and when you come back, 

you run off and play and 

now you got to be captain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxim of 

relation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flouting of a 

maxim 

Ray : Listen. I’ve been playing 

with these guys since high 
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school and we’ve never 

come close to winning a 

championship, this time 

we’re close and if I can be 

captain, I know we can go 

all the way. 

 

Maxim of 

manner 

 

 

 

 

Suspending 

a maxim 

Debra : And winning is more 

important than spending 

time with your family? 

Ray : Apples and oranges. 

Debra : Apples and oranges?. What 

you mean Ray? 

Data 16: 

Robert : Ha... ha... very funny that’s 

a good one. I got salads and 

wings too, all for the big 

game, huh, Ray? So fire up 

the satelite because the 

food’s gonna be here any 

minute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxim of 

quality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Violating of 

a maxim 

Ray : Oh... man, Robert, I 

completely forgot about 

this. Me and Andy... we 

gotta go to work. 

Robert : What? On a Saturday? 

Ray : Yeah, Saturday, tell me 

about it we lost our columns 

in the computer, apparently 

some janitor, he spilled 

coffee on the... 

motherboard. 

Robert : Okay.. I’ll go home now. 
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Hope next Saturday you’ll 

not go anywhere. 

 


