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APPENDICES 
 
 

SYNOPSIS OF THE HANDMAID’S TALE 

 

The Handmaid's Tale is set in the Republic of Gilead. Conservative 

Christians take control of the United States and establish a dictatorship. Most 

women in Gilead are infertile. The few fertile women are taken to camps and 

trained to be handmaidens for the upper-class people. No women in the Republic 

are permitted to be openly sexual; sex is for reproduction only.  

The novel focuses on one handmaid, Offred (she is given the name of the 

man whose children she is expected to bear--she is of Fred). Offred is in the 

service of the General and his wife, Serena Joy. Serena Joy hates the fact that she 

is unable to bear children and hates Offred for taking her husband’s seed. Offred 

does not become pregnant, but she does develop an unexpected relationship with 

the General. One night he dresses her in a cocktail dress and takes her to an illegal 

nightclub.  

Serena Joy, desperate for having children, finally arranges for Offred to 

sleep with the chauffeur. The two are happy together; she thinks she is pregnant. 

Soon after, Serena Joy finds the cocktail dress the General gave to Offred. She 

knows her husband is to blame, but accuses Offred anyway and sends for the 

police to take her away to certain death. When the van arrives to take Offred 
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away, it is not driven by the police. Instead, it is driven by the rebels and she is 

carried to safety. 

 

SYNOPSIS OF FLESH AND BLOOD 

The story begins with Fred as the narrator. She is a woman who claims to 

have killed her mother. She goes to a shop where she tells a story about another 

woman. Then the story moves to another narrator named Freddy. Freddy is Fred 

as a young girl. She talks about her school life at the convent school, her first 

menstruation, her crush and her family. 

After that, the story moves to Felicite, a young woman who has her first 

sex with her fiancé’s friend, George. The story shifts again to another narrator, 

Eugenie, a girl who is willing to marry a sadistic man in order not to be brought 

back to her boarding-school. 

 The story continues to Federigo who talks about his sister, Bona. Then 

there is Rosa, who can see angel and Cherubina, an angel herself. Then the story 

appears to be stopped by the existence of Anon as the next chapter. This chapter is 

only filled with a poem. After that the story is like a rewind to finish the unclear 

story, first to Cherubina, who talks about the scholars and the whores, Rosa and 

Federigo. But then there is Marie-Jeanne, who happens to be Eugenie’s mother. 

After that there is Georgina, a chapter that is made as if it is a play or a film and 

then there is Louise, the mother of Fred. Then the story ends with Frederica. 
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