APPENDICES

SUMMARY OF CHITRA DIVAKARUNI’S QUEEN OF DREAMS

The Queen of Dreams is a story of the two narrators as Indian immigrants who
live in America. The first narrator, Rakhi, is an Indian girl who was born and has
grown up in America. During her childhood, she lives in one culture, American
culture. Although she adopts American culture, she is curious to know about Indian
culture. She finds that the Indian culture is very mysterious and this makes her
curious. She wants to know about it but her mother does not want to tell about it. So
she tries to create it from what she sees in her mother’s job.

The second narrator, Rakhi’s mother, Mrs. Gupta, is as dream teller. She was
born in and married to Mr. Gupta in Calcutta, India. After that, they move to
America. She still keeps her hereditary culture. Because of her profession, she
becomes secretive and she has to obey a dream teller’s rules. So that is why, she faces
some social conflicts with her daughter. Rakhi does not understand why her mother is
different from other mothers. She thinks like this because her mother does not give

her logical reasons. That makes the relationship between mother and daughter
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become worse. But it is ironic because the conflicts are resolved when Rakhi finds
her mother’s jo urnals after her mother’s death.

Mrs. Gupta not only faces social conflicts, but also inner conflicts. As a
dream teller, she has to choose between her talent and her husband’s love. One of the
rules are she cannot have sex with her husband. When her husband knows that she is
a dream teller, he can accept it. But it is ironic because her husband becomes
drunkard.

One day, Rakhi’s mother dies by car accident. Rakhi blames her father
because she thinks that her father is the cause of her mother’s death. But her father
tries to explain that he is irresponsible. The relationship between father and daughter
becomes close after Rakhi believes her father’s story before the accident.

Rakhi not only faces social conflict with her father but also with American
citizens. It happens because terrorist planes hit the World Trade Center and the
Americans think Rakhi, her family and her Indian friends are identical with terrorists.
This is because they physically share the same characteristics of the terrorists who
attacked the World Trade Center in New York.

Rakhi ‘s life is better because all the conflicts can be resolved and thanks to

her mother’s journals so she can understand her mother’s past life and India.
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