CHAPTER  ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY


Novel is a genre of literature '…a form of story or prose narrative containing characters, action and incident, and perhaps, a plot.' (Cuddon, 1979, 430-431). Since there are characters, action, incident and a plot, the present writer is of the opinion that novel gives a clearer description and more detailed information than the other literary genres. Because of that, she has decided to take novel to discuss in her thesis.


Ruth Prawer Jhabvala is an 'Anglo-Indian writer, who has been honored with an Award Literature from the American Academy of Arts and Letters.' (http://www.usedbookcentral.com/texis/ubc/searchbooks,author,Jhabvala_Ruth_Prawer,jump,20.html). She is also a genius in creating the characters in her novel. 

The present writer chooses to analyse In Search of Love and Beauty  because Ruth Prawer Jhabvala tells about the colourful life in every family. "Here Jhabvala shows her rare ability to illuminate the extraordinary (as if) never seen before. It is funny. It is sad. It is life." (ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH).  Furthermore, the story tells about unhappiness in life which often appears around us: extramarital love-affair between the wife and someone else. On the other hand, her daughter leads a free sex life after her divorce.


The present writer chooses to analyse the theme through the major characters in In Search of Love and Beauty by Ruth Prawer Jhabvala. The present writer notices that the theme in the novel is dominant and worth analyzing. According to William Kenney in How to Analyze Fiction, theme is ' the meaning the story releases; it may be the meaning the story discovers. By the theme we mean the necessary implications of the whole story, not a separable part of a story.' (Kenney, 1996: 91)


 The present writer also agrees with William Kenney in How to Analyze Fiction that 'as a major element in fiction, character is obviously of major importance for theme' (Kenney, 1966:95). Therefore, in discussing the theme of the novel, the present writer is going to focus her analysis on the major characters whose roles are significant and dominant in revealing the idea.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM  

In analyzing the novel, the present writer states the problem as follows:

1. What is the theme of Ruth Prawer Jhabvala's In Search of Love and Beauty?

2. How do the female major characters help to reveal the theme?

1.3 PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

      
 Based on the statement above, the purposes of the study and analysis of Ruth Prawer Jhabvala's In Search of Love and Beauty are:

1. To analyze the theme of the novel.

2. To show how the female major characters help to reveal the theme.

1.4 METHOD OF RESEARCH

The method of research used by the present writer is library research. First, of all, she reads her primary text entitled In Search of Love and Beauty by Ruth Prawer Jhabvala. Then, she reads some supporting criticisms and reference books. She continues her research by gathering other related information from the Internet. Finally she uses the data she has collected for her analysis from which she draws some conclusions.

1.5 ORGANIZATION OF THE THESIS
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The present writer will present her thesis in three chapters which is preceded first by the Preface and Abstract. Chapter One, the Introduction, which contains the Background of the Study, the Statement of the Problem, the Purpose of the Study, Method of Research, and the Organization of the Thesis. Chapter One is followed by Chapter Two, in which the present writer presents the analysis of the theme in Ruth Prawer Jhabvala's In Search of Love and Beauty. After that, they are followed by Chapter Three, which contains the Conclusion. The thesis ends with the Bibliography, which contains the list of reference books and various sources used by the present writer, and the Appendices, which present the Synopsis of In Search of Love and Beauty and the Biography of Ruth Prawer Jhabvala.
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