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APPENDICES 

 

SYNOPSIS OF ONE HUNDRED AND ONE WAYS 

Kiki Takehashi is a Columbia University Graduate student who lives 

independently in New York. She is the granddaughter of a geisha. As a Japanese 

American woman, she is not being taught about Japanese culture by her mother. In 

fact, she only knows the American culture. When she was a little girl, her friends 

always mocked her because she has yellow skin while her friends are white skin. 

When she was in college, some of her male friends considered her as a fetish because 

of her appearance as an Asian woman. This becomes a conflict for her, she feels 

ashamed being a Japanese.  So, in order not to be mocked and consider as a fetish she 

changes her name to Kiki, her original name is Yukiko which identically with 

Japanese name.  

After changing her name into Kiki, she meets some men who like her and Eric 

is one of them. Eric is a handsome attorney; she meets Eric by accidental in the train. 

At first, she knows that Eric is a good person; he is different from the others who 

have been dating her. So when Eric is purposing her, she accepts the proposal. Kiki is 

happy with the treatment of his fiancé until Eric wants to call Kiki with her original 
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name at the day they have been engaged. This creates conflict between them. Kiki 

does not want to be called Yukiko, because it reveals her identity as a Japanese 

descendant.  

Later on, Kiki realizes that Eric is not the ideal man as her future husband 

because she knows that Eric has a relationship with another girl and the girl is also an 

Asian woman. She is very angry with Eric’s action that has a relationship with 

another girl while he is having a relationship with her; he has betrayed Kiki’s love. 

She also realizes that Eric does not love her but he likes Kiki because of she is a 

Japanese descendant. In the end, Kiki makes a decision that Eric is not the right 

person for her so she breaks the engagement.        
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