


“To Open Minds, To Educate Intelligence, To Inform Decisions”

The International Academic Forum provides new perspectives to the thought-leaders 
and decision-makers of today and tomorrow by offering constructive environments 
for dialogue and interchange at the intersections of nation, culture, and discipline. 
Headquartered in Nagoya, Japan, and registered as a Non-Profit Organization (一般社
団法人) , IAFOR is an independent think tank committed to the deeper understanding 
of contemporary geo-political transformation,  particularly in the Asia Pacific Region.

INTERNATIONAL

INTERCULTURAL

INTERDISCIPLINARY 

iafor 



IAB Chair: Professor Stuart D.B. Picken           IAB Vice-Chair: Professor Jerry Platt

The Executive Council of the International Advisory Board

Mr Mitsumasa Aoyama
Director, The Yufuku Gallery, Tokyo, Japan

Professor David N Aspin
Professor Emeritus and Former Dean of the Faculty of 
Education, Monash University, Australia
Visiting Fellow, St Edmund’s College, Cambridge 
University, UK

Professor Don Brash
Former Governor of the Reserve Bank, New Zealand
Former Leader of the New National Party, New 
Zealand
Adjunct Professor, AUT, New Zealand & La Trobe 
University, Australia

Lord Charles Bruce
Lord Lieutenant of Fife
Chairman of the Patrons of the National Galleries of 
Scotland
Trustee of the Historic Scotland Foundation, UK

Professor Judith Chapman
Professor of Education, Australian Catholic University, 
Australia
Visiting Fellow, St Edmund’s College, Cambridge 
University, UK
Member of the Order of Australia

Professor Chung-Ying Cheng
Professor of Philosophy, University of Hawai’i at 
Manoa, USA
Editor-in-Chief, The Journal of Chinese Philosophy

Professor Steve Cornwell
Professor of English and Interdisciplinary Studies, 
Osaka Jogakuin University, Osaka, Japan
Osaka Local Conference Chair

Professor Michael A. Cusumano
SMR Distinguished Professor of Management 
and Engineering Systems, MIT Sloan School of 
Management, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
USA

Professor Dexter Da Silva
Professor of Educational Psychology, Keisen University, 
Tokyo, Japan

Professor Georges Depeyrot
Professor and Director of Research & Member of the 
Board of Trustees
French National Center for Scientific Research 
(CNRS) & L’Ecole Normale Superieure, Paris, France

Professor June Henton
Dean, College of Human Sciences, Auburn University, 
USA

Professor Michael Hudson
President of The Institute for the Study of Long-Term 
Economic Trends (ISLET)
Distinguished Research Professor of Economics, The 
University of Missouri, Kansas City

Professor Koichi Iwabuchi
Professor of Media and Cultural Studies & Director of 
the Monash Asia Institute, Monash University, Australia

Professor Sue Jackson
Professor of Lifelong Learning and Gender & Pro-Vice 
Master of Teaching and Learning, Birkbeck, University 
of London, UK

Professor Sing Kong Lee
Director, The National Institute of Education, 
Singapore

Professor Sir Geoffrey Lloyd
Senior Scholar in Residence, The Needham Research 
Institute, Cambridge, UK
Fellow and Former Master, Darwin College, University 
of Cambridge
Fellow of the British Academy

Professor Keith Miller
Orthwein Endowed Professor for Lifelong Learning in 
the Science, University of Missouri-St.Louis, USA

Professor Kuniko Miyanaga
Director, Human Potential Institute, Japan
Fellow, Reischauer Institute, Harvard University, USA

Professor Dennis McInerney
Chair Professor of Educational Psychology and Co-
Director of the Assessment Research Centre
The Hong Kong Institute of Education, Hong Kong 
SAR

Professor Ka Ho Joshua Mok
Chair Professor of Comparative Policy, Associate Vice-
President (External Relations)
Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, The Hong 
Kong Institute of Education, Hong Kong SAR

Professor Michiko Nakano
Professor of English & Director of the Distance 
Learning Center, Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan

Professor Baden Offord
Professor of Cultural Studies and Human Rights & Co-
Director of the Centre for Peace and Social Justice
Southern Cross University, Australia

Professor Frank S. Ravitch
Professor of Law & Walter H. Stowers Chair in Law 
and Religion, Michigan State University College of Law

Professor Richard Roth
Senior Associate Dean, Medill School of Journalism, 
Northwestern University, Qatar

Professor Monty P. Satiadarma
Clinical Psychologist and Lecturer in Psychology & 
Former Dean of the Department of Psychology and 
Rector of the University, Tarumanugara University, 
Indonesia

Mr Mohamed Salaheen
Director, The United Nations World Food Programme, 
Japan & Korea

Mr Lowell Sheppard
Asia Pacific Director, HOPE International 
Development Agency, Canada/Japan

His Excellency Dr Drago Stambuk
Croatian Ambassador to Brazil, Brazil

Professor Mary Stuart
Vice-Chancellor, The University of Lincoln, UK

Professor Gary Swanson
Distinguished Journalist-in-Residence & Mildred S. 
Hansen Endowed Chair, The University of Northern 
Colorado, USA

Professor Jiro Takai
Secretary General of the Asian Association for Social 
Psychology & Professor of Social Psychology
Graduate School of Education and Human 
Development, Nagoya University, Japan

Professor Svetlana Ter Minasova
President of the Faculty of Foreign Languages and 
Area Studies, Lomonosov Moscow State University

Professor Yozo Yokota
Director of the Center for Human Rights Affairs, Japan
Former UN Special Rapporteur on Myanmar

Professor Kensaku Yoshida
Professor of English & Director of the Center for the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages in General Education, 
Sophia University, Tokyo, Japan



The Asian Conference on Arts & Humanities 2015, Osaka,  Japan

Official Conference Proceedings 

ISSN:  2186-229X

© The International Academic Forum 2015 
The International Academic Forum (IAFOR) 

Sakae 1-16-26-201 
Naka Ward, Nagoya, Aichi 

Japan 460-0008 
ww.iafor.org 





 

 

Table of Contents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5204 

Influences of Knowledge and Attitude on Using Social Media towards 

Adolescence's Behavior in Using Social Media for Learning in Bangkok 

Area 

Khajornjit Bunnag pp. 1 - 10 

 

5908 

The Pre–predicativeness of “Power”: The Cyber Society versus the 

Autonomous Totarientality of the New Natural 

Cezar Joseph Olbromski pp. 11 - 37 

 

6760 

Use of Technology in English Language Teaching: Is it Helping 

Students and Teachers? 

Reena Mittal pp. 39 - 44 

 

6829 

The Wonder of the Power of Language in Alice in Wonderland 

Yen-Hua Lai pp. 45 - 54 

 

6907 

A Slice of Light: A Stroke in Time 

Kong Ho pp. 55 - 65 

 

7000 

Practicing Ecopsychology in Brunei Darussalam: Creating Clay Vessels 

in Memory of a Disappearing Landscape 

Martie Geiger-Ho pp. 67 - 74 

 

7350 

Redefining Crafts and Crafts Enterprise in the Twenty-first Century:  

A Theoretical Analysis 

Badar Almamari 

 

7387 

European Narratives of the Insular Space : Poetics of the Social System 

after 1945 

Ioana Andreescu 

 

 

pp. 75 - 90 

 

 

 

 

pp. 91 - 102 

  



7680 

Thainess in Contemporary Performances on Thailand's Got Talent 

Kittisak Kerdarunsuksri 

 

 

pp. 103 - 109 

 

7809 

The News Literacy in Views of Thai News Consumers in Media 

Convergence Era 

Bubpha Makesrithongkum pp. 111 - 119 

 

8054 

Creating Meanings on Ice by Photos and Textiles 

Eija Timonen 

 

 

 

pp. 121 - 132 

 

8074 

The Power of Quantity in Ai Weiweis Sunflower Seeds 

Yanhua Zhou pp. 133 - 145 

 

8382 

Introduction to the Study of the Non-Image 

Felipe Lozano 

Ko-Chiu Wu 

 

8454 

Communicative Planning: Reflections on Foucault’s Conception of 

Power 

Marlyana Azyyati Marzukhi 

 

8519 

Actor - Costume Relationship: Costumes as Live Scenery on Stage? 

Amani Amin Rida 

 

 

 

 

pp. 147 - 157 

 

 

 

 

pp. 159 - 172 

 

 

 

pp. 173 - 181 

 

8586 

The Image as Instrument of Power in the Middle East 

Bob Dahm pp. 183 - 199 

 

8629 

A Journey to the Contemporary Past: Edward Bond's the Fool, Artist 

Responsibility in Light of Power of Capitalist Marketing and 

Neoliberalism 

Babak Ashrafkhani Limoudehi 

 

 

pp. 201 - 211 

 

8678 

An Analysis on the Differences in Visitor Behaviors between Traditional 

and Digital Exhibitions - Taking Kaohsiung Museum of Shadow Puppet 

for Example 

Chiao-Yun Chen 

Li-Shu Lu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pp. 213 - 230 

 



8697 

On the Power of the 'Non-Complete': Through Architectural 

Descriptions in Literature 

Amos Bar-Eli 

 

 

 

pp. 231 - 242 

 

8765 

The Cultural Politics of Power in the Yorùbá Dùndún Drumming 

Tradition 

Dennis Oladehinde Eluyefa 

 

 

 

 

pp. 243 - 255 

 

8814 

A Study of Cross-Cultural Values on the Policy Implementation of 

Foreign English Teachers in Primary Schools 

Chang-Hsi Yu 

Ya-Lan Hsieh 

 

 

 

pp. 256 - 261 

 

8883 

Optimistic Dogmatism and Pessimistic Empiricism 

Majed S Al-Lehaibi pp. 263 - 279 

 

9059 

The Literary Figuration and the Constellation of Power in the Play "The 

Life of Edward II of England" 

Jan Demcisak pp. 281 - 291 

 

9154 

Writing Forces: Revisiting the Aesthetic Concept of Shi 勢 in Chinese 

Calligraphy Criticism 

Xiongbo Shi pp. 293 - 302 

 

9166 

The Power of Popular Culture in Salman Rushdie's "The Ground 

Beneath Her Feet" 

Jelena Borojević pp. 303 - 310 

 

9216 

The Power of Fiction: The Nameless Book and the Birth of Literary 

Criticism in Japan 

Joseph T. Sorensen 

 

 

 

 

pp. 311 - 320 

 

9285 

Participation in Social Media: Authoring Authority 

Derrick Ng Guan Lin 

 

9316 

Representations of Thailand in European Spy and Action Adventure 

Films of the 1960s 

Alexander Klemm 

 

 

 

pp. 321 - 329 

 

 

 

 

pp. 331 - 342 



9323 

Barangay Arimbay's Indigenous Verbal Lore: An Anthology of Riddles 

Shirley N. Maloles 

May Antoinette S. Imran pp. 343 - 350 

 

9382 

Introducing Cinemagraphs as a New Format for Fashion Online 

Advertising in Korea 

Natalia Pek 

Kim Hae Yoon 

 

 

 

 

pp. 351 - 359 

 

9399 

The Power of the Public in Remaking the Space: Reflections from 

Istanbul's Gezi 

Zeynep Gunay 

 

 

 

pp. 361 - 373 

 

9444 

The Power Dynamics of New Social Movements in Post Industrial 

Society: A Theoritical Analysis 

Anita Rao 

H. A. Shankaranarayana 

 

 

pp. 375 - 386 

 

9449 

Arts beyond the Patterns: Integrating Illustration and the Cultural and 

Creative Industries in Digital Evolution for the Masking Tape Design 

Pei Ling Liao 

Zih-Jung Hunag pp. 387 - 392 

 

9450 

Twisting Realism: The Representation of Power in the Portraits of 

Ottoman Sultans in the Early Photographic Era 

Fulya Ertem Baskaya, 

Emin Artun Özgüner 

 

 

 

 

pp. 393 - 414 

 

9469 

Comprehension and Sociocultural Factors Teaching Reading in English 

as a Foreign Language 

Hanandyo Dardjito 

Ruth Wallace 

John Guenther 

Nicola Rolls pp. 415 - 431 

 

9658 

Globalism, Sustainable Future and Gandhian Philosophy: Critique on 

Dominant Managerial Philosophy and Search for Egalitarian 

Alternative 

Dr T. N. Sreedhara 

Dr Sujatha K.S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pp. 433 - 440 



9718 

The Development and Promotion of High School Energy Technology 

Curriculum 

Jung-liang Ho 

Ta-jyou Wang 

Jen-yung Su 

Lien-kuo Hsu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pp. 441 - 452 

 

9726 

Rephotographic Powers: Teaching Rephotography as a Platform for 

Visual Communication in Turkey 

Gary McLeod 

 

 

 

 

pp. 453 - 471 

 

9734 

Javanese Communal Ceremony in Urban Area: Crossing Border and 

Coming to an End 

Sri Herminingrum 

 

9739 

Aida Makoto and Yamaguchi Akira: Reflections of Neo-Nationalism in 

Their Art and Writing 

Gwyn Helverson 

 

 

 

 

pp. 473 - 484 

 

 

 

pp. 485 - 501 

 

9761 

Strategic Motivations for Australian Military Intervention in the Middle 

East 

Craig Mark 

 

9763 

Barangay Arimbay’s Indigenous Verbal Lore: An Anthology of 

Folksongs 

Aurora M. Monjardin 

May Antoinette S. Imran 

 

 

 

 

pp. 503 - 512 

 

 

 

 

 

pp. 513 - 522 

 

9836 

Thought and Image in Goncalo M. Tavares: A Contemporary Writing 

Maria Lucia Wiltshire de Oliveira 

 

 

 

pp. 523 - 531 

 

9839 

The Great Global Acceleration of 1890-1914: Eça de Queirós, 

Imperialist Power and the Far East 

Jose Mauricio Saldanha-Alvarez 

 

 

 

 

pp. 533 - 540 

 

10042 

Shakespearean Intertextuality in "The Rivals" 

Hsin-yun Ou 

 

 

 

pp. 541 - 546 

 

 

 

 



10192 

Visual Communication on Cross Cultural Folktale (Case Study: 

Indonesian and Korean Folktale) 

Rizki Taufik Rakhman 

 

 

 

pp. 547 - 565 

 

10452 

Death in the City: Cemeteries of the Ottoman Empire and Modern 

Turkey 

Gülsüm Baydar 

Gizem Özmen pp. 567 - 576 

 

10527 

The Images of Vietnamese Women in Three Films by Tran Anh Hung 

Huyen Thi Vy 

 

 

 

pp. 577 - 591 

 

10650 

Sustainable Development in the Ovop Movement: Human Resource 

Development in Community Organizations in Japan 

Suvaroj Kemavuthanon 

 

 

 

 

pp. 593 - 607 

 

10760 

Traditional Art, Interactive Technology, Gamifying Cloud: Cross-

Cultural Hybrid Puppetry New Experience 

Chan-Li Lin 

Leon Deng-Teng Shih 

Wei-Ling Wu 

 

10813 

Comparing Mathematics Textbooks from Taiwan and Indonesia in 

Exponents and Logarithms 

Siska Nopa Tambunan 

Ru-Fen Yao 

 

11155 

Combining Digital Games with Art History to Create an 

Interdisciplinary Learning Experience for Students 

Leon Deng Teng Shih 

Chan Li Lin 

Ching-Yueh Tseng 

 

11375 

Contemporary Chinese Theatre and Rebellion against Tradition: 

Influence of Culture Changes in Little Theaters 

Hadeer Minshawy Abdel dayem Abdel Moyte 

 

11415 

The Power of Action and Silence in Joshua Oppenheimer's the Act of 

Killing and the Look of Silence 

Anton Sutandio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pp. 609 - 616 

 

 

 

 

 

pp. 617 - 624 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pp. 625 - 634 

 

 

 

 

pp. 635 - 651 

 

 

 

 

pp. 653 - 664 



11586 

The Power of Rhetoric Figures as Foregrounding Elements in  

J. Steinbeck's The Pearl 

Trisnowati Tanto 

 

11734 

The Social Dynamics of Pilgrimage in "Emak Ingin Naik Haji" 

Marisa Rianti Sutanto 

 

11867 

A Survey of Vocabulary Learning Strategies of English for Business 

Communications (EBC) Students at NUIC 

Don August G. Delgado 

 

12227 

Contemporary Theater in Japan: The Group Chelfitsch and the 

Instability in the Scene 

Fernanda Raquel 

 

12252 

Preparing Teachers of Art at Sultan Qaboos University in Oman 

Mohammed Al-Amri 

 

12726 

The Power and the Empowerment of Man: A Study of Human Nature in 

J.J. Rousseau's Political Thought 

Phanomkorn Yothasorn 

 

12765 

Goodnight & Night - A Fictitious Commodity of Conceptual Art 

Tseng Yu-Chuan 

Tang Hao-Yun 

Zhou Ye 

Liu Pin-Yen 

Xue Jing-Han 

 

13000 

The Reconstruction of "Fon Long Nan" Thai Folk Dance 

Praparsri Sripradit 

 

13018 

(Re)imagining and (Re)negotiating the Taiwanese Sense of Self: "The 

Taipei Experience" in the Post Taiwan New Cinema 

Ellen Y. Chang 

 

13023 

Between Fiction and Documentary: The "Documentary-ness" of Still 

Life (Jia Zhangke, 2006) 

Ellen Y. Chang 

 

 

 

 

pp. 665 - 675 

 

 

 

pp. 677 - 687 

 

 

 

 

pp. 689 - 702 

 

 

 

 

pp. 703 - 710 

 

 

 

pp. 711 - 727 

 

 

 

 

pp. 729 - 738 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pp. 739 - 748 

 

 

 

pp. 749 - 763 

 

 

 

 

pp. 765 - 778 

 

 

 

 

pp. 779 - 789 

 



 

13058 

Arabizi: Is Code-Switching a Threat to the Arabic Language 

Mustafa Taha 

 

13077 

Diminished Power: The Fall of Wonder Woman 

Ahmed Bhuiyan 

 

15183 

Power in the Discourse of Art: Ephemeral Arts as Counter-Monuments 

Kuninori (Shoso) Shimbo 

 

 

pp. 791 - 804 

 

 

 

pp. 805 - 815 

 

 

 

pp. 817 - 829 



 

The Social Dynamics of Pilgrimage in “Emak Ingin Naik Haji”  
 
 

Marisa Rianti Sutanto, Maranatha Christian University, Indonesia 
 

 
The Asian Conference on Arts & Humanities 2015 

Official Conference Proceedings 
 
 

Abstract 
Faith of belief in any religion causes a strong desire or is referred to as determination. 
This phenomenon is stated in the movie “Emak Ingin Naik Naji” (“Emak Wants 
Pilgrimage”). This movie tells a story about an old woman called 'Emak' who is 
socially within the category of the poor but she has determination to perform the fifth 
pillar of her Islamic belief. Emak’s determination is expressed through a variety of 
pious events, and sincerity to help the people in need. Through various social 
struggles of life in a capitalist society, the gap between the rich and the poor, social 
class differences in everyday reality as a social critique, the faith and determination of 
this main character remains strong in the hope of performing the pilgrimage. 
At the end of the story, Emak successfully fulfills the noble task in her belief, that is 
the pilgrimage, despite her economic and social conditions. It is this event which is 
focused to be a model for the audience in living as a religious person both in vertical 
and horizontal relationships. The approach used in this analysis is the sociological 
approach, based on Alan Swingewood’s theory, which states that as well as literature, 
film as a work of fiction is a reflection of people's lives of a time. Thus, the objectives 
to be achieved through this paper are to reveal the social problems in connection with 
the pilgrimage, and the true meaning of the pilgrimage itself which is expressed 
through the main character Emak. 
 
 
Keywords: pilgrimage, faith, social dynamics 
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Introduction 
 
In “Contemporary Asian Cinema”, Krishna Sen wrote that after 32 years of 
authoritarian rule by the New Order Regime, entering the 21 millenium is the rebirth 
of Indonesian cinema. In this era, ideological restrictions such as ethnic, religious, or 
class contradictions in Indonesia, are no longer effective (Ciecko, 2006, p. 103). 
“Emak Ingin Naik Haji” (“Emak Wants Pilgrimage”) which was released in 2009, is 
one of Indonesian films produced in this new era. This film is one of the Indonesian 
cinemas with religious theme, that is the phenomenon of Hajj pilgrimage. Through 
this religious theme, social criticism can be conceived by people who watch this film. 
 
“Emak Ingin Naik Haji” is directed by Aditya Gumai. The genre is religious drama, 
and the duration is 76 minutes. This film has won 7 awards and 6 nominations in the 
Indonesian film festivals. Five of the awards gained in Bandung Film Festival (FFB), 
and the whole nominations won in Indonesian Film Festival (FFI). Both the two film 
festivals are categorizes as big film festivals in Indonesia. The main character in this 
film is Emak (a call for mother particularly in Jakarta and West-Java area), who has 
determination to perform the fifth pillar of her Islamic belief, that is Hajj pilgrimage. 
Emak lives with her only son called Zein who loves her dearly. They belong to the 
lower class. Emak is already 61 years old, and she earns money by making and selling 
her homemade cakes. Her son, Zein, is an amateur painter, who lives on selling his 
painting. In connection with the problems of social dynamics in the phenomenon of 
pilgrimage, there are two important supporting characters, called Haji Saun (Emak’s 
neighbor) and Joko Satrianto. Both characters are described as wealthy businessmen. 
 
The writer is going to analyze this film by using sociology of literary approach, which 
is based on the theory of Alan Swingewood. The objectives of this paper is to explain 
social dynamics that occur due to the phenomenon of pilgrimage in Indonesia that is 
reflected in “Emak Ingin Naik Haji”, and to grasp the meaning of pilgrimage 
described in this film. 
 
The analysis is focused on the main character’s determination for pilgrimage. In the 
end of the story, the main character finally succeeds to realize her determination for 
pilgrimage. The solution for the main character problem is quite simple, but the points 
of analysis are in the gaps of the have and the poor, social class contrast towards the 
motive of pilgrimage, which indicates the social dynamics in the phenomenon of 
pilgrimage. 
 
Sociology of Literature 
 
To analyse by using sociology of literary approach, is to hold the social elements that 
are reflected in literature, as in the following statement that sociological studies of the 
literature resulted the view that the literary works in some certain phase are 
expressions of society and a part of a community (Anwar & Adang, 2013, p. 367). 
These social elements may include economic problems, races, social structures, habits, 
and others. Based on this principle, Alan Swingewood in his theory gave note that a 
literary work should not be treated as merely historical document. As Yasa quoted 
from Swingewood, that as art, literature not merely transcends description and 
objective scientific analysis, or penetrating the surfaces or social life, but it shows the 
ways people experience society as feeling (Yasa, 2012, p. 22). 
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In Swingewood’s theory, sociology of literature is seeing the literary work in its 
wholeness, both the external and the internal sides. The text work should not be seen 
purely from external factors as in positivistic methods, but we have to relate the text 
structure to society. 
 

In conclusion we may say that the sociology of literature can develop 
only through its grip on texts, not in reducing literature to the status of a 
relection society. Not only do writer articulate social values within their 
work, and these will surely have certain ramifications for the work’s 
unity and possible literary qualities, but writers are part of the world they 
describe, frequently struggling with the question of vallues, and this 
potential activism must not be discounted in the analysis of their work. 
(Swingewood, 1972, p.87-88) 

 
Creator of a text work is indeed born and lives in a particular society, but we cannot 
deny that he also has his own perspective and ideals. Society which is reflected by a 
text is society as seen in the eyes of the creator, described or expressed through 
creator's imaginative characters. Thus, analyzing the text using sociological approach 
is focused on discussing the intrinsic elements of the text, by connecting it to the 
phenomena that occurs when the text is created (Wahyudi, 2013). The way to do is 
through observation of the character’s activities shown in the text. 
 
For the following analysis using sociology of literary approach, it is firstly needed to 
explain the relationship between film and literature. Bordwell said that “in the 
mimetic tradition of narration, then, it has become common to compare literary 
narration to that of film” (1985, p.9). His statement indicates that by using the same 
approach in analyzing literature and film means that there are similarities between 
literary works and films (mimetic is the oldest approach for analyzing literary works). 
Film forming elements are similar to that of literary forming elements, which consists 
of intrinsic and extrinsic elements. Besides films are often transformations of 
literature (Teguh, 2013, p. 4-5). 
 
Film Analysis 
 
Before starting to analyse “Emak Ingin Naik Haji”, it is important to explain the 'faith' 
and 'hajj pilgrimage' concept. Tavani stated that the concept of faith can be conceived 
from two opposing viewpoints, that are 'faith as act' and 'faith as belief'. The meaning 
of faith here is related to belief or religious faith. ‘Faith as act’ is indicated as a 
dynamic motion in human himself.  
 
Regarding the dynamic sense in faith, Tavani said as follow: 
 

In its dynamic sense, faith can also be understood as an interactive and 
interpersonal relationship than one has with God. It can also be seen in 
the form of a commitment that an individual consciously makes to a 
certain way of living, including an individual’s commitment to a 
vocational form of religious community life, or it can involve an 
individual’s commitment to following a set of doctrines such as when 
one “professed” his or her faith. (Tavani, 2008) 
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In the concept of 'pilgrimage' or ‘Hajj pilgrimage’, Delaney explains that 'pilgrimage' 
is a departure from ordinary life, is often assumed to be undertaken in relation to 
spiritual matters and thus is perceived as part of the domain of religion, and to make 
the Hajj is to touch the foundation of faith and to drink of the wellspring that sustains 
and gives it meaning (Delaney, 1990, p. 513,515). Meaning of this spritual action is 
symbolized. The Hajj pilgrimage is one of the five pilars of Islam, and is obligatory 
for all those phycically and financially able to go (Delaney, 1990, p. 517). 
 
The pilgrimage destination is Mecca in Saudi Arabia. To go on the Hajj means 
leaving one's home country and going to Mecca. This is the cause why pilgrimage 
needs costs, and the amount of costs depends on the distance from one’s home 
country to Mecca. In Islam, the place Mecca is very important and becomes the 
pilgrimage destination for its relation to Muhammed (the last prophet from Allah). 
 

 It was in Mecca that he (Muhammed) first heard God’s call and 
proclaimed his message, a message Muhammed believed was not a new 
revelation but a return to the one true faith given in the beginning of 
Abraham…Mecca is known as the mother of towns, the first dry land 
floating on the waters from which the rest of the earth spread out. It is 
also the early home of God, the Ka’ba being his dwelling place. Finally, 
Mecca is the reflection of “other world. (Delaney, 1990, p. 516) 

 
1. Gaps Between the Have and the Poor 
 
Analysis in this section is based on scenes that show gaps between lives of the have 
(represented by the characters Haji Saun and Joko Satrianto) and the poor 
(represented by the character of Emak).   
 
The opening scene (minute-1) describes the main character Emak’s economic 
conditions indicated by the atmosphere of her and her son’s,Zein’s, dwelling house. 
Her house of which walls made of rough wooden planks and bamboo shows Emak 
economic conditions that identified as poor. In minute-02:30, the image switches to 
the house of Emak’s neighbor Haji Saun. Haji Saun’s residential building with luxury 
car, appears to contrast to the surrounding houses. Dialog between Emak and Siti 
(Haji Saun maid) in minute-02:56, followed by Emak’s dialog with Zein in minute-
04:00, shows that pilgrimage to Mecca is a commodity for the rich. 
 

Siti: “He (Haji Saun) wants to go on the umroh with his family again.” 
Emak: “It seems like just yesterday that Haji Saun went on the Hajj with 
his family. And they are going on the umroh again. Must be nice, yeah.” 
(Gumay, 2009) 
 
Zein: “He’s (Haji Saun) been on the Hajj 3 times already, and if I’m not 
mistaken, this will be his 6th umroh, right, Ma?” 
Emak: “It’s called being rich, Zein. He has a lot of money. I’ve been 
saving for years and years and haven’t yet gathered the money. How 
much is it these days to go on the Hajj, Zein?” 
Zein: “3000, Ma!” 
Emak: “Hah, you must be joking. 3000?” 
Zein: “3000 dollars, Ma. Around 30 million rupiahs.” 
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Emak: “Oh, it just keeps getting more expensive. When will I be able to 
go on the Hajj? My saving is only 5 million rupiahs.” (Gumay, 2009) 

 
Emak and Haji Saun both are Islamic believers, but for Haji Saun belongs to the have, 
going to Hajj seems to become something common, contrasted with Emak who is in 
the category of the poor. For Emak, to go on the Hajj is a dream. Emak complains 
about the cost of the pilgrimage which is increasingly expensive, it refers to yearly 
inflation rates of the economic condition in Indonesia which is reversed to the amount 
of their savings. For people with no fixed income such as Emak, inflationary effect on 
price increases, greatly affecting their purchasing power. The average rate of inflation 
in Indonesia is still quite high shown on the data from the Central Bureau of Statistics 
(Badan Pusat Statistik Republik Indonesia, 2012) during the last decade (years 2005-
2014): 
 

Year 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
Inflation 17,11 6,60 6,59 11,06 2,78 
Year 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 
Inflation 6,96 3,79 4,3 8,38 8,36 

 
Table 1. The average rate of inflation in Indonesia 

 
The character that also represents the life of the have is Joko Satrianto. His economic 
condition is described in contrast to Emak. On the scene minute-08:49, Emak is 
walking along the street after entrusting her homemade cake to the vendors in the 
market. When she arrives in front of the entrance of Joko Satrianto’s office building, 
Emak to be almost hit by Joko Satrianto’s luxury car that swerves fast to his office. 
Her shocked expression and muttering with hands touching the chest expresses how 
powerless the poor against the have. Then, Joko Satrianto’s car swerves and at the 
same time honking loudly to send Emak away. This scene expresses how powerful 
and how arrogant the have against the poor.  
 
The character Joko Satrianto also told to have a desire for pilgrimage. Through a 
telephone dialog by Joko Satrianto’s beautiful secretary named Yanti shows 
connectivity between capital power and pilgrimage. Here, something that is an 
obligation in religious belief that should be a vertical relationship with God falls into 
secularity. What Yanti says on the phone in minute-08:51 is, “The quota is full ? 
Aren’t there still 6 months? Can’t you help me out on this? I’ll pay more. I want the 
Hajj Plus Package. Under the name Mr. Joko Satrianto.” (Gumay, 2009) 
 
What is meant by 'quota' is the maximum amount set by the government for those 
who go on a pilgrimage. Yanti’s negotiation using the words "I'll pay more", and also 
her demand for 'Hajj plus package', shows how capital power can simplify the process 
of going on Hajj. Hajj pilgrimage that is supposed to be sacred becomes something 
secular. Through Hajj plus package, anyone that has more money can go on the Hajj 
with more comfortable facilities compared to those who pay the normal rate. 
 
Contrasted to Joko Satrianto, who relies on his capital power for going on Hajj, 
Emak’s following words to Zein in minute 14:40 indicates one’s truly determination 
for the Hajj pilgrimage, despite the un-supporting economic conditions.  
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It costs 30 million rupiahs. I’ve saved for 5 years and only have 5 million. 
So, in order to have 30 million, I have to save for 25 more years. I’m 61 
now, which means when I can go on the Hajj I’ll be 86. Will there be still 
time? (Gumay, 2009) 

 
The above scenes indicate that one’s economic conditions in the state of being the 
have or the poor affects the possibility to go on Hajj. Social dynamic due to the 
effects of inflation as well as the Hajj package plus, with more facilities and 
conveniences for those who pay more, reduces the possibility for the poor to go on 
pilgrimage, on the contrary, raises the possibility for the have to distort the holiness of 
pilgrimage into secularity. 
 
2. Social Classes Contrast and Sincerity 
 
As in the section above, analysis model in this chapter also uses comparative 
oppositions between 2 scenes through manner of two or more characters. The 
character Emak represents the lower class, on the contrary the characters namely Joko 
Satrianto, Haji Saun’s wife, and Nita (Haji Saun’s daughter) represent the upper class. 
Social classes here refer to Warner’s class model (1949), which divides classes into 
upper, middle, and lower (Wyatt-Nichol, Brown, Haynes, 2011, p. 189). Social class 
can be defined as, ““How are people objectively located in distributions of material 
inequality”. In this case, class is defined in terms of material standards of living, 
usually indexed by income, or posssibly, wealth.” (Wright, 2003). 
 
Both Emak and Joko Satrianto are told to have intention of pilgrimage. As a believer, 
both do good deeds in giving a part of their assets to help others. On the scene in 
minute-37:40, Joko Satrianto who is an import-export businessman is declaring to the 
reporters about his good deed in giving donation for the expansion of a mosque 
building. Joko Satrianto’s announcement, followed by Yanti (his secretary), shows his 
charitable motive that is to ask the media for creating a positive image of himself to 
be reported to the public. Joko Satrianto’s needs the announcement because he runs 
for a mayor position in the coming election. 
 

Joko: “We invited the reporters here not to show off. Because I know, if 
the right hand gives, the left hand doesn’t need to know. But if that the 
news from the reporters, will knock on the hearts of other businessmen to 
do the same thing, I don’t think that’s wrong, is it?” 
Yanti: “So make it big news, yeah!” (Gumay, 2009) 

 
Through imaginative character of Joko Satrianto, this film criticizes capitalists who 
are involved in politics. It is a phenomenon in Indonesia, that ahead of election period, 
the capitalists are using the same way like Joko Satrianto did to get sympathy from 
the public and popularity. 
 
In contrast to Joko Satrianto, despite the poor economic conditions, Emak sincerely 
gives part of her few assets to help others. On the scene in minute-52:40, it is told that 
Zein’s pet bird died of old age. Aisha, the neighbor girl, passes by and notices what is 
happening. Aisha offers to bury the bird. Later, an event in minute-54, shows Emak is 
passing by Aisha’s dwelling place. Emak greets Aisha’s sister who is busy eating. 
Emak is very surprised to realize that Aisha’s sister is eating Zein’s pet bird carrion. 
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She immediately prohibits her to continue eating the carrion. Aisha defends that she 
had done such prohibited thing because they are longing to eat meat. Their father is 
sick, so they cannot afford to buy good food. The good hearted Emak, then invites the 
two girls to eat at her place. 
 
Despite the poor economic conditions, but driven by sincerity, Emak has a will to 
share with her neighbor who is in need. Her deed is contrasted to the manner of Haji 
Saun’s daughter called Nita. As mentioned above, Haji Saun and his family are 
already going on the pilgrimage (Umrah) for several times. Nita is very enthusiastic 
for the coming pilgrimage, because Dude, an artist preacher, is one of her Umrah 
group members. Yet, on the scene in minute-53:10, Nita gets a call from the agency, 
reporting that the artist cancels his departure for Umrah.  
 

Nita: Yeah, walaikum salam. This is Nita. Mom and Dad are out. What is 
it? 
Agency officer A: I’d like to tell them the latest progress. Dude is unable 
to join our Umrah group. 
Nita: What?! Dude is not joint us?! OK, then my family and I would also 
cancel our Umrah trip! 
Agency officer B: What’s wrong? Are they mad? 
Agency officer A: Yes. They said they cancelled. 
Agency officer B: Astagfirullahal’azim. (Gumay, 2009) 

 
The manner of Nita indicates how simple for the have to perform pilgrimage. Through 
the above dialog, criticism conveys how capital factor contributes to distort the 
holiness of pilgrimage into secularity, for pilgrimage is not based on the motive of 
faith.  
 
The following dialog between Nita and her maid, Siti, shows Nita’s manner who does 
not appreciate 'fried chicken' which has been prepared by Siti, while the next scene is 
the event of Aisha and her sister who eat carrion. It shows how ironic the manner of 
the one who did pilgrimage for several times, yet not on the basis of faith. Faith as 
mentioned above, is not merely belief, but should be followed by act.  
 

Siti: Miss, please eat first. I’ve already fried the chicken. 
Nita: Just give it to the cat! 
Siti: Give it to the cat?? (Gumay, 2009) 

 
As having been stated in the previous section, despite the poor economic conditions, 
Emak’s motivation for pilgrimage is sincerely based on the faith. This determination 
of Emak is in contrast to Haji Saun’s wife’s intention. This is shown of the scene in 
minute-17:07 while she is talking on a cellphone with her friend before going for 
pilgrimage, “I’ll just bring 2 scores of headscarves to sell in Saudi (Saudi Arabia). Or 
it might get overweight. By the way, how much commission will I get? 20 percents?” 
(Gumay, 2009). Through this dialog we can conceive that the wife’s motivation on 
going to Mecca, is not purely for pilgrimage, but also for business. 
 
Social dynamic in this section is reflected in the contrast of social classes. Economic 
rank which determines social class, directed proportionally to the opportunity for 
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pilgrimage. On the other hand, social class has no direct connection with the faith that 
should be the motive of pilgrimage. 
 
3. Hajj For Social Status Versus Hajj For Faith 
 
Social status here is one’s position in social life. The connection between Hajj and 
social status is how the Hajj title affects the appreciation by the public against those 
who do not hold the title of Hajj. Hajj title means to add ‘Haji’ before one’s name. 
This title can only be used by the one who has had the Hajj pilgrimage. In this film, 
the Hajj title is such as naming “Haji Saun”. The example of how Hajj title affects 
one’s social status in Indonesia, particularly in sub urban area, is if someone with the 
Hajj title deceased, the amount of people who attend the funeral will be far exceeded 
compared to the case if the deceased is someone without the Hajj title, moreover if the 
deceased is the poor one.  
 
How the Hajj title affects one’s social status in this film, is reflected in the following 
scenes. It begins when Zein feels guilty for causing Emak loses her Hajj savings. Ziah, 
Zein’s ex-wife, asks Emak for money to support Aqsa’s sugery. (Aqsa is the son of 
Zein and Ziah) The surgery cost is equal to Emak’s Hajj savings. Zein’s guilty feeling 
triggering desperate action to steal a suitcase of money belonging to Haji Saun. In 
short, Zein cancels stealing at Haji Saun residential house. The next day, Haji Saun 
reports this incident to the neighborhood head. 
 

Neighborhood Head: Should we report it to the police, Pak Haji? 
Haji Saun: Oh, we don’t have to, nothing is missing. I’m just asking that 
the guard walk around our streets more. Be more on the look out! 
Neighborhood Head: Yes, Sir! (Gumay, 2009) 

 
From Haji Saun’s gesture and the way he is speaking, we conceive that even though 
the neighborhood head is the head of community where Haji Saun lives, he gives 
more respect to Haji Saun by calling him “Pak Haji” (Mr. Haji). Moreover, the way 
Haji Saun speaks to the neighborhood head, is like a boss who is reprimanding his 
employee. This scene shows how the Hajj title affects the appreciation by the public 
on someone who hold this title. 
 
More specifically, going on the Hajj for social status, is reflected through Joko 
Satrianto character. Joko Satrianto is told to have a plan to participate in local election. 
It has become ‘common knowledge’ in Indonesia, that people who are in the upper 
class and have a large scale of capital (or the capitalists), are often keen on entering 
the world of politics, such as becoming parliament member or local leader. Through 
imaginative character of Joko Satrianto, this film criticizes such phenomenon, seeing 
that this phenomenon is one which causes great number of corruptions in local 
government since the post new-order era until now. Kompas newspaper, issued on 
September 2014, stated that high political cost is considered as one of the causes of 
many corruption cases in local government (Yossihara, 2014). 
 

Yanti: The main thing is, for the election next year, you have to bear the 
title ‘Hajj’ in your name, Sir. Because the community in your electoral 
area is majority fanatic Moslems. 
Joko: I know that. 
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Yanti: And later on the banners will be put up, “Vote for Mr. Haji Joko 
Satrianto”. Like that, Sir. (Gumay, 2009) 

 
On the scene in minute-09:37, Yanti (Joko Satrianto’s secretary) clearly states that 
Joko Satrianto’s motive for pilgrimage is merely to get the Hajj title, for completing 
his final goal, that is to win the election. By adding “Haji” before Joko’s name, Yanti 
assumes that it will upgrade Joko Satrianto’s social status especially among the 
fanatic moslem community. The term “fanatic moslem” indicates criticsm against the 
believers who merely judge one’s personal quality from religious symbols that are 
attached to the person.  
 
As stated in the Kompas newspaper above, high political cost phenomenon is 
reflected in the story of Joko Satrianto. The first is on the scene in minute-37:50,  
when Joko Satrianto donates his assets for the expansion of a mosque building, and 
asks the media to publish it. The second is when Joko Satrianto chooses to go on Hajj 
by Hajj plus package which means demanding higher cost than to go on Hajj by 
normal Hajj package (on the scene in minute-08:51). Both Joko Satrianto’s actions are 
for political purposes. 
 
In contrast to Joko Satrianto, Emak’s motive for pilgrimage is determination based on 
faith. On the scene in minute-22:20, as mentioned above, Ziah asks Emak for money 
to support Aqsa’s surgery. Ziah is Zein’s ex-wife. She divorced Zein and remarried 
for economic reason. Though Aqsa is Ziah’s son from Zein, but the reason why she 
divorced Zein, indicates that she is not a loyal wife. Later, on the next scene, it is 
revealed that she has deceived Emak for the surgery cost is much lower than the 
amount of money she asked to Emak. Considering Ziah’s dishonesty, Emak has a 
reason to refuse to help her. But in fact, instead of refusing, Emak chooses to sacrifice 
her dream for pilgrimage.  
 

Emak: Tomorrow I will go to the bank and take out my savings. 
Zein: No, Mak! That’s your money for going Hajj. 
Emak: It doesn’t matter, Zein. The important thing is Aqsa can get well 
soon. 
Zein: No! You’ve been saving that money for years. You just put it in the 
bank yesterday. 
Emak: But where else would she get the money, Zein? She said 
tomorrow she must have money to book the doctor. (Gumay, 2009) 

 
Emak’s good deed, by sacrifising her whole Hajj savings with consequences that she 
cannot go for pilgrimage, indicates ‘faith as act’. Furthermore, from the scene in 
minute-52:40 as mentioned, in the sequel,  Emak not only feeds the two poor 
neighborhood girls, but she also gives them money for their father’s medication. 
These actions also indicate ‘faith as act’. For Emak, helping others in need is more 
precious than merely getting the Hajj title. 
 
The climax of this story is when Zein won the lottery in minute-60:04. The prize is 
free in charge for pilgrimage. Zein is very excited for his winning. Tragically, in haste 
to tell Emak this good news, Zein is hit by a car driven by Joko Satrianto. Through the 
following dialog between Emak and Zein (in minute-67:53), we conceive this film 
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message, for the meaning of pilgrimage is not related to social status nor capital 
matters,  but in the quality of faith reflected in the imaginative character of Emak. 
 

Zein: Mak, let’s go to Mecca by boat. 
Emak: Don’t worry if I don’t get to go on the hajj. If Allah calls me 
before I get the chance to be there, then I surrender to His will. My body 
might not be up to crossing this wide sea to go to the holy land. But I 
believe Allah surely knows, my heart has already been there for a long 
long time. (Gumay, 2009) 

 
Zein’s accident eliminates the chance for Emak to go on Hajj. Despite so many 
obstacles that hinder Emak to go on Hajj, her determination remains strong as she said 
that Mecca (simbolizing the pilgrimage) is in her heart. 
 
Conclusion 
 
From the analysis above, we conceive that the phenomenon of pilgrimage in modern 
Indonesian society is not merely related to individual belief, particularly among the 
moslems, but also indicates social dynamics.  These social dynamics occur for two 
causes, first for the gaps between the have and the poor that remains as Indonesia’s 
big social problem until now. The needs of a large capital to finance the pilgrimage, 
turns Hajj pilgrimage into a commodity to be purchased by those who have the capital. 
The have that are identical to the capitalists, are those who grasp the greatest 
probability for pilgrimage. The second cause is for the contrast of social class. Upper 
class with a large amount of capital can turn the sacred pilgrimage into secularity, 
particularly in the purpose to put their social status higher. Indonesian society, that is 
known as religious society, religious identity can be misused to increase popularity 
particularly for political purposes, such as reflected through the character of Joko 
Satrianto.  
 
Referring to Alan Swingewood’s theory, a film as a work of art reflects society where 
it is created, but not merely a copy of the way of majority act and think, for there is an 
individual character of the work. Social dynamics reflected in this film as the effect of 
phenomenon of pilgrimage in Indonesia, can be conceived as social criticism. Faith of 
the main character, which is reflected through various actions, is the message of this 
film that is the true meaning of pilgrimage is indicates by faith as act, not just faith as 
belief. Faith as mentioned above has two viewpoints, therefore in one’s daily life as 
well as one’s life as a part of society, faith as act is more important such as showed by 
imaginative character of Emak. For not merely a copy of social life, this film as a 
work of art has its own idea, that is to remind the audience the concept of Hajj, which 
has been distorted due to the power of capitalism in Indonesia modern society. 
Pilgrimage as reflected in the main character, has to be done for determination as 
motive based on the faith. 
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