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INTRODUCTION
F o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  i h e  w o r d  " s p o c e "  o l w o y s  r e f e r s  t o  o

geomet r i co l  unde rs tond ing  o f  on  emp iy  o reo .  Bu t  now

the  b rooden  i n l e rp re to t i ons  o f  t he  wo rd  " spoce"  hos

pu t  t he  wo rd  i n l o  o  more  s ign i f i con t  s tq te  i n  humon  l i ves .

Spoce  i s  pe rce i ved  os  o  rep resen to t i on  t he  un i ve rse  tho t

hos  o  my tho log i co l  vo lue  i n  humon  l i ves .  Spoce  become

on  i nsepo rob le  en i i t y  espec io l l y  wh i l e  d i scuss ing  obou t

cu l t u res  ond  c i v i l i zo t i ons .

One  o f  t he  mos t  i r r t e res i i ng  phenomenon  i s  t he  ex i s tence

o f  t h e  e m p t y  s p o c e  i n  m o n y  c u l t u r e s  i n c l u d i n g  i n

i ndones ion  q rch i l ec tu re .  Emp ty  spoce  i s  on  emp ty  o reo

su r rounded  by  enve lopes  wh ich  con  be  bu i l d i ng  o r  wo l l s

SPACE AND ARCHITECTURE
When  we  d i scuss  obou t  spoce ,  we  o lwoys  re fe r  l e  t he

empty  o reo .  Mony  ph i l osophe rs  hove  d i scussed  obou t

spoce .  Loo  Tzu ,  o  g reo i  Ch inese  ph i l osophe r  once  wro te

in  h i s  book  uDoo  De  J ing "  :

or  fence os boundor ies.  L iv ing oct iv i t ies qre held in  lhese

spoces  so  tho t  i i  g i ves  vo lues  ond  meon ings .

T h i s  p o p e r  i r i e s  l o  g o t h e r s  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e o r i e s  o f

space  f rom ihe  qnc ien i  t o  t he  modern  ond  use  i hem to

p ro found l y  unde rs tond  the  phenomenon  o f  t he  emp ly

spoces  i n  l ndones ion  ve rnqcu lo r  o rch i t ec tu re .  How con

these spoces hove the s igni f iconce in thei r  doi ly  l i fe  ? l t

is  def in i ie ly  not  on operqt ive quest ion to request  the f low

o f  o  p rocess  o f  how  the  spoce  become s ign i f i con i ;  bu i

i t  r o the r  o  semon i i co l  ques t i on  t o  seo rch  meon ings  ond

vo lues  o f  t hose  spoces  i n  humon  l i f e .

Th i r l y  spokes  conve rge  upon  o  s i ng le  hub ;  l t  i s  on  the  ho le

on  the  cen te r  t ho t  t he  pu rpose  o f  t he  ox le  depends .

We moke  o  vesse l  f r om o  l ump  o f  c l oy ;  l t  i s  l he  emp ty

sDoce  w i th in  t he  vesse l  t ho t  mqkes  i t  use fu l .

+._ m rir [t] tr. EH E it? ii iQ ii ]l Fj a[4. i0 jzitr +I yrrt R,\ E I Iil i
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We moke doors ond windows for  o room;But  i t  is  these

empty spoces thot  moke the room hobi toble.

Thus whi le  the tongib le hos odvonloges; l t  is  lhe in tongib le

thot  mokes i t  usefu l .
(Loo Tzu, 550 BC)

L o o  T z u  s u g g e s t e d  t h o t  f h e  ' n o n - b e i n g '  o r  t h e

emp l i ness  hos  become the  essence  o f  t he  ube ing "

i n  i he  mo te r i o l  wo r l d .  The  emp ty  spoce  become the

essence thot  g ive volues ond meonings to the ex is tence

o f  t he  mo te r i o l s .  The  i deo  i s  t ho t  t he  mo te r i o l  wo r l d  i s

o c t u o l l y  t h e  s l o v e  o f  t h e  e m p t i n e s s ,  s o  t h o t  t h e  r e o l

p o t e n l i o l  o f  o r c h i t e c t u r e  l i e s  i n  l h e  o b s e n c e  o f  t h e

moter io l  rother  thon the presence.  l t  is  the empt iness thot

ru les the moter io l  wor ld.  In  lerms of  orchi tecture,  spoce

i s  t he  essence  ond  no l  t he  bu i l d i ngs .  Bu i l d i ngs  o re  t he

ob jec i  o f  o r ch i t ec iu re ,  wh i l e  spoce  i s  i he  essence .  I n  o

woy  o r  ono lhe r ,  o r ch i t ec tu re  con  be  unde rs food  os  o
p rocess  o f  f o rmu lo t i ng  obs t roc t  ond  i n tong ib le  mo l fe rs

s u c h  o s  i d e o s ,  v o l u e s  o n d  m e o n i n g s  i n l o  o  m o t e r i o l

obiect  which we col led bui l t  envi ronment .

I n  o  t r o d i t i o n q l  J o v o n e s e  t e x t ,  w e  c o n  o l s o  f i n d  o n

onc ien t  sc r i p t  t ho t  sugges t  t he  impor tonce  o f  spoce  os
port  of  ihe humon l ives.  l t  is  wr i t ten in  Jovonese oncienf

l i l e ro tu re  co l l ed  "Se ro t  Dewo  Ruc i "  [Mongunw i j oyo ,
l 9 B 8 : 3 - 5 1
Kong  i ngo ron  u r i p  mono  mung  j umbuh ing  bodon  wodoq

lon  bo t i ne .
(L ive is  obout  lhe fus ion of  the physicol  ond the spi r i tuo l

body . )

Pep indhone  wodhoh  l on  i s i ne . . .
( Jus i  l i ke  o  vesse l  ond  i t s  con ten t . . . )

Jeneng  wodhoh  yen  tonpo  i s i ,  o l oh  dene  o rone  wodhoh ,
tonpo  ton jo  t on  ono  p igunone .

(A l t hough  i t  i s  a  vesse l ,  bu t  w i t hou t  t he  con ten i ,  i t  i s  no

use ,  no t  p rope r  ond  use less . )

Semomo ugo  i s i  t onpo  wodhoh  yek t i  bo rong  moko l . . .

{ A l s o  i i  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h e  c o n i e n t  p r e s e n t  w i t h o u l  t h e

v e s s e l . . . )

Tumrop  u r i p  kong  u tomo  te r i omtu  ombu tuhokewodhoh

lon  i s i .
( F o r  o  b e t t e r  l i f e .  w e  n e e d  t h e  v e s s e l  o n d  o l s o  t h e

con ten t . )

Kong  u tomo  ko ro -ko rone .
(Bo lh  i s  be t te r )

A g o i n  w e  c o n  s e e  o n  i n t e r o c t i o n  b e t w e e n  " b e i n g "

ond unon being '  ;  physicol  ond non-physicol ;  iongib le

ond intongible; both oppeor inseporobly in humon lives.
The re fo re ,  i n  t r od i t i ono l  concep tuo l  f r omework ,  we
olwoys see the connect ion belween the mocro cosmos
ond  the  m ic ro  cosmos ;  t he  g rond  no lu ro l  en l i t y  w i t h

the doi ly  l i fe '  s ;  the t ronscendento l  re lof ionol  vo lues of

humon ond The Source of Life olwoys connecled with the

doi ly  re lot ionol  vo lues of  humon ond other  creot ions.  In

shor l ,  the physicol  re lot ionol  being become meoningless

w i thou t  l he  sp i r i l uo l  r e l o t i ono l  be ing .  The  phys i co l  i s

noth ing wi thout  the non-physicol .

T h e ' g e o m e t r i c o l  c o n c e p t  o f  s p o c e  o r i g i n o t e d  f r o m

one  o f  t he  mos l  f omous  wes t  ph i l osophe rs .  P lo to .  Fo r

Ploto,  o l l  lh ings must  be conveyed,  v is ib le ond tongib le.

Spoce emerges by i tse l f  occording to d is t inct  e lemenls

thot  conveys i t .  Di f fers f rom Loo Tzu,  Plo lo suggests thot

spoce is  not  the consequences of  d is t inct ive e lements.

I t  i s  d i s t i nc t l y  l im i t ed ,  t ong ib le  f r om o rgon i zed  cosmos

cons t ruc t i on  i n  po r t i cu lo r  mo themo l i co l  sco le .  [Von
d e  v e n ,  l 9 9 l : 9 - l 5 l  I n  s h o r i ,  s p o c e  i s  o l w o y s  s e e n  i n

o  g e o m e t r i c o l  c o n t e x l  w h i c h  h e l p  m o n  t o  e x p l o i n

t h e  i n t o n g i b l e  o n d  i n v i s i b l e .  T h e  p l o t o n i c  r o t i o n o l

idenl i f icot ion of  spoce then g ives o greot  impoct  in  the

development  of  the wor ld of  orchi tecture.

D e p o r t i n g  f r o m  P l o t o '  s  i d e o  o f  s p o c e ,  t h e  m o t h e -

mo l i c i ons  l hen  pu f  e f f o r t  t o  g i ve  de f i n i t i on  i n  t o rms  o f

d i s t i nc t  boundo r i es  on  obs t roc t  spoces ;  even  to  t hose

which ore not  l imi ted to mothemol ico l  models.  But  such

e f fo r t s  conno t  g i ve  o  p rec i se  de f i n i t i on  o f  spoce  ond

tends io  end the potenf io l  o f  mul t i  in terpreto l ions of  lhe

word whi le  re lo l ing in to the humon doi ly  l ives. [Levebvre,

1 9 9 1 : 2 )

Plo lo '  s  s tereotomic ideos of  spoce then chol lenged by

his own disc ip le:  Ar is lote les.  Ar is tote les developed h is  own

concept  on p loce ( topos)  os concrete locoi ion of  spoce.

Ar is to le les stoted 5 essent io l  chorocfer is l ics of  spoce [Von
d e v e n ,  l 9 9 l :  l 8 - 1 9 1 :

1 .A p loce covered the objec i  wi th in.

2.A p loce is  not  por t  of  lhe object  which is  covered.

3 .The  p loce  o f  on  ob jec t  i s  no t  b igge r  no r  smo l l e r  t hon

the  ob jec t .

4 .A  p loce  con  be  l e f t  beh ind  ond  sepo ro ted  f rom the

obiect .

t lnl * -, tr eE-F ffi e fi + l'Bligit 1I 6 BE ie in g 1, + tr, R x F



5 .A  p loce  w i l l  o lwoys  fo l l ow  the  ob jec t  o l t hough  l he

obiect keeps moving unti l i t stop on its position.

To Ar is tote les,  o p loce is  o formless ond shopeless.  Form

ond  p loce  conno i  de f i ne  o  some  boundo ry  t o  ob iec t .

Form is the boundories of the covered obiect; while ploce

is the boundor ies of  the envelope thot  l imi t  the obiec i .

Therefore, ploce con only be defined by the permonent

e l e m e n t s ,  w h i l e  f o r m  b y  t h e  i m p e r m o n e n l  e l e m e n t s .

The  i deo  tho t  f o rm  con  be  chong ing  o r  movob le  ond

impermqnent  impl ies thot  in  the confext  of  orchi iecture,

loose furn i lure '  s ,  por l i t ion ond ofher  movoble e lements

connol  def ine o p loce.  A p loce con only be def ined by

the permonenl .

A n o t h e r  i d e o s  o f  s p o c e  w h l c h  s e e m s  1 o  b e  m o r e

h u m o n i s l i c ,  e x p l o i n s  s p o c e  o s  s o m e t h i n g  l h o t  w o s

creoled by the relotion beiween obiect ond the subiect

who  pe rcep f  i l .  [As iho ro .  l 98 l :  l 0 ]  O r i g i no l l y  spoce  i s

determined bv the v isuol  sense of  humon.  Buf  i t  con o lso

be  de te rm ined  by  o the r  senses  such  os  t oc t i l e ,  oud io l

ond even smel l .  Spoce is  o por l icu lor  def ined oreo thot

g ive st imulus to o l l  humon senses to be recognized'  The

percept ive response of  humon is  the one which creote

ln orchi tec luro l  context ,  spoce is  considered os o resul t

of  on ossimi lot ion process.  To explo in o spot io l  symplom

ond  i t s  i n f l uence  l o  humon  pe rcep t i on ,  on  oss im i l o t i on

p rocess  i s  on  op t im izo t i on  o f  humon  o t t q inmen t  o f  i t s

bolonce wi th the envi ronmenl .  At  th is  poin i ,  on orchi lect

conno i  de toch  h imse l f  f r om the  p rocess  ond  i t s  resu l l

THE SIGNIFICANCF OF THE EMPry  SPACES
T h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  o n  e m p i y  s p o c e  i n  v e r n o c u l o r

o r c h i t e c t u r e  c o n  b e  f o u n d  i n  m o n y  c u l i u r e s .  l i  i s  n o t

p r o d u c e d  o s  o  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  t h e

bu i l d i ngs  o round  i i ;  bu t  more  l i ke l y  t o  be  the  cen te r  o f

or ienio i ion.  The empty spoce not  only  o spoce to convey

v o r i o u s  o c t i v i t i e s ,  b u i  o l s o  o  c o n n e c l o r  o m o n g  o t h e r

f iv ing spoces.  Some pr imordio l  cu l lures bel ieve thol  such

conf iguro i ion is  octuol ly  o representot ion of  lhe universe;

w h i c h  i s  i n  o  d i s c  s h o p e  w i t h  o  c e n t e r  t h o l  b e c o m e

on  o i i en to l i on .  So  the  i deo  o f  t he  bu i l l  env i ronmen t  i s
qc iuol ly  o smol l  vers ion of  the universe;  ihe micro cosmos

thol  looded wi th cer fo in purposes.  The spoce thot  he

design is unique, undelochoble from the process, with i ls

surrounding ond with the design purpose. Design is olwoys

by  pu rpose .  Tho t  i s  why  l he re  o re  spoces  wh ich  o re

designed by in fent ion;  ond some ore form uninteqrdedly

os cl consequences of design' Those who ore intendedly

creoted is colled positive spoces; while fhe uninlendedly

creoted is  co l led negol ive spoces.  [Asihoro,  l98 l :21]

Those spoces ore formed by fhe envelopes. Spoces thot

convey mony octivit ies become exist by lhe envelopes.

The more meosuroble the envelope,  the more def ined

the spoce with its distinct boundories.'So we con soy thot

the physicol  ent i ty  of  orchi tecfure l ies on the ossembly

o f  spoces  ond  i t s  enve lopes ,  wh i ch  conveys  ce r l o i n

intenl ion.  Spoces con be e i iher  s tot ic  or  dynomic by the

compos i t i on  o f  t he i r  p rope r l i es  i n  on  e i t he r  regu lo r  o r

irregulor order. [Soluro, 2OAO: 241

A  new theo ry  o f  spoce  emerged  f rom the  so  co l l ed

he le ro top io  spoce  by  M ichoe l  Foucou l t  on  h i s  essoy

c o l l e d  " D i f f e r e n t  S p o c e s '  l l 9 6 7 l .  T h e y  p u t  o n o t h e r

dimension in to the word spoce to promote re lo l iv i ty  in  the

exis lence of  spoce.  Fur thermore,  Edword W. Soio (1996)

exp lo ined  i t  os  " i he  t h i rd  spocen  wh ich  i s  t he  un reo l

s p a c e  i n s i d e  t h e  r e o l  s p o c e .  D i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  u t o p i o

c o n c e p t  l h o t  p r o m o i e s  t h e  i d e o l  b u t  u n r e o l  s p o c e ,

heterotopio spoce is  o reol  spoce wi th unreol  d imensions

which is  re lot ive ond potent io l ly  sh i f t ing.  [Foucoul t ,  1998:

l85l  For  exomple o publ ic  gorden con become o spor ts

f ie ld in  the morning,  o t rodi t ionql  morket  in  the of lernoon

ond on omusement pork dur ing the n ights in  summers.

re lotes to the mocro cosmos.

The  cen te r  o f  i he  un i ve rse  i s  be l i eved  to  be  the  home

o f  t h e  G o d s .  I n  o n c i e n l  c o s m o l o g y ,  t h e  c e n l e r  i s  o

moun to in ,  on  ox i s  l ho l  connec t  t he  humon  wor ld  w i t h

t h e  h e o v e n .  T h e  c e n t e r  i s  s o c r e d ;  o  s o u r c e  o f  l i f e .

Therefore,  in  i ls  physicol  conf igurot ion,  the socred center

is suppose'd lo be empiy since from the empty spoce life

begins.  l t  re fers lo  the humon uterus -  on empty spoce

where l i fe  begins.
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THE EMPTY SPACE IN INDONESIAN VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE

The  emp ty  spoce  o l so  con to ins  t he  soc io l  d imens ion .

I t  is  o p loce thot  comprehends re lot ions between the

peop le .  l t  i s  o  p loce  o f  l i v i ng  whe re  peop le  wo rsh ip

together  or  ce lebrotes cer to in occosions.  golhers for

meet ings,  so lve r ivo l ry  ond shore thei r  crops etc.  l t  is  o

life generoting spoce where people ore connecled one

to  ono the r ;  os  we  con  see  i n  o  l r od i l i ono l  Ch inese  sh i

heyuon conf igurot ion of  bui ld ing or  o foulou bui ld ing of

the Hokko minor i t ies in  Chino.

The  emp ty  spoce  usuo l l y  su r rounded  by  bu i l d i ngs  o r

Such empty spoce con o lso be found in mony vernoculor

Indonesion orchi tec lure.  The essence of  the empty spoce

os  the  cen te r  o f  o r i en to t i on ,  o  l i v i ng  spoce  ond  even  o

socred spoce oppeors in  doi ly  l i fe  of  the society.  l l  is  o
publ ic  spoce where fomi ly  members ond re lo l ives meet

eoch  o lhe r ,  do  t he i r  do i l y  wo rks  ond  even  sho re  l he i r

c rops .  l t  i s  o  p loce  o f  ce leb ro t i on  ond  o l so  o  p loce  o f

communol  worship.  The empty spoce is  the heort  of  the

communi ly .

In Moduro -  on is lond in the eqst  corner  of  Jovo is lond - ,

t he  emp ty  spoce  i s  co l l ed  Toneyon  Lon ihong .  Toneyon

o r i g i n o l l y  m e o n s  c o u r t y o r d .  L o n j h o n g  m e o n s  l o n g .  S o

Toneyon  Lon lhong  l i t e ro l l y  meons  l ong  cou r t yo rd .  l t  hos

simi lor i ty  wi th the Chinese shi  heyuon conf igurot ion where

the cour tyord is  surrounded by bui ld ings.  But  in  Toneyon

Lon jhong ,  t he  ccu r t yo rd  i s  i n  o  l ong  rec tongu lo r  shope

o n d  t h e  c o n f i g u r o t i o n  i s  u s u o l l y  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  s o m e

fomi l ies in  one c lon.  The open spoce is  d is i inc i ly  def ined

by  the  houses  i ho l  su r rounds  i t .  Th i s  i s  o  p loce  where

the  l od ies  wo rk  on  the i r  ho rves ted  c rop ,  t eoch ing  l he i r

chi ldren,  morr ioge celebrqt ions,  ch i ldren ore p loy ing ond

o the r  do i l y  oc t i v i t i es .  The  house  i n  t he  edge  s ide  o f  i he

oxis  is  usuol ly  the house of  the e lder .  This  set t ing is  one of

t he  cu l t u ro l  i den t i t y  o f  t he  peop le  i n  Moduro .

In the is lond of  F lores,  we con see of  leosi  2 v i l loge thot

hove  the  s im i l o r  concep t  o f  se t t i ng .  l l  i s  t he  v i l l oge  o f

Beno ond the v i l loge of  Woe Rebo.  The v i l loge of  Beno

hove  o  un ique  po t te rn  o f  se t t i ng  l ho f  t hey  co l l ed  K i so

Loko.  Kiso Loko is  o col lect ion of  n ine Loko or  n ine type of

bui ld ing thot  represenls o smol l  universe in  o publ ic  open

sDoce ihot  become the center  of  or ientot ion.  The occess

porticulor functioned spoce ond creofed o rectongulor

or  c i rc le shope.  In some conf igurot ion,  in  rectongulor

shope  o f  spoce ,  one  o f  t he  s i de  o f  t he  emp ty  spoce

become fhe  mos t  impor ton t  bu i l d i ng  i n  t he  comp lex

while the other side opposite wil l be the moin entronce.

S u c h  c o n f i g u r o t i o n  c o n  b e  f o u n d  i n  m o n y  c u l t u r e s

ond  c i v i l i zo i i on .  A l i hough  eoch  bosed  on  the i r  own

cosmology, bui fhe empty spoce os center of orientotion

hove o soecio l  vo lue.

to the center  of  Kiso Loko is  o l ineor  poih through the

moin gote possing fhrough o greof  mul t i  level  s tepping-

sfone.Such configurotion is sel for sofety purposes where

the bui ld ing covers eoch other .  The Kiso Loko is  moin ly

f u n c t i o n e d  o s  o  p u b l i c  g o t h e r i n g  s p o c e  w h e r e  l h e

people meets ond in leroct  one onother .  l l  is  o lso o p loce

of  ce lebrot ion ond worship.  l l  is  the center  of  the smol l

universe for the people who live in the vil loge

The v i l loge of  Woe Rebo is  on o ld Monggoroion v i l loge,

s i tuoled in  o h ighlond 1200 meter  obove seo level  in  the

west  s ide of  F lores ls lond.  l t  con only be reoched by woy

o f  o  t h ree -hou r  h i ke  f r om the  l ow londs  ond  fomous l y

recogn i ze  os  t he  mos t  beou t i f u l  v i l l oge  i n  I ndones io .

I t  i s  o  v i l l oge  tho l  cons i s t  o f  o  un ique  bu i l d i ng  co l l ed

Mboru Niong -  or  'drum houses '  in  ihe Monggoroion

l o n g u o g e  w h i c h  i s  c i r c u l o r ,  c o n e - s h o p e d  b u i l d i n g s

tho t  we re  i n  o  t r od i l i ono l .woy .  l l  i s  one  o f  t he  o ldes f

t rodi i ionol  h igh r ise bui ld ing consi ruct ion.  These bui ld ings

were gothered in o c lusfer ,  creot ing on open spoce in

lhe cenler .  The open spoce is  o publ ic  spoce thot  wos

creoted by the set t l ing of  the bui ld ing thot  surround i t .

The bui ld ing in  the center  is  the moin bui ld ing where lhe

elder  ond h is  fomi ly  l ives.  The publ ic  open spoce is  o l iv ing

spoce  fo r  t he  c l on  whe re  they  wo rsh ip  r i t uo l s  ond  do

the celebro l ions.  One of  the fomous r i tuo l  is  Po'  u Woe

Lu'  u.  The r i tuo l  is  conducted by one of  lhe e lder in Woe

Rebo to osk permiss ion ond pro iect ion f rom the e lder ly

spirit for lhe visitors unti l they leove ihe vil loge.

Vernoculor  orchi tecture of  Bol i  hos o lso lhe some ideo

o f  c o n f i g u r o t i o n  w i l h  o n  e m p t y  s p o c e  s u r r o u n d e d

by  bu i l d i ngs .  Bo l i  i s  o  mys t i co l  i s l ond  w i th  o  beou t i f u l
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londscope qnd enr iched by unique cul turo l  or t i focts.  Bol i

ve rnocu lo r  o rch i t ec tu re  i s  bosed  on  the  Bo l i nese  H indu

cosmology thot  we understond os mondolo.  Bosicol ly  the

word  mondo lo  re fe rs  l o  t he  cosm ic  con f i gu ro l i on  t ho l
p lot  the conste l lo l ion of  the Gods in cer io in h ierorchy.

I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  c o n s t e l l o t i o n  o f  l h e  m q n d o l o

o r i g i n o t e d  f r o m  o  s q u o r e  t h o t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  f o u r

composs  d i rec t i on  o f  t he  eo r th  ond  t rons fo rm ing  i n to

oc togon  ond  con t i nuous l y  i n to  ce r to in  d iog roms .  The

cenfer  of  the d iogrom become the mosi  importont  oreo.

I t  is  bel ieved to be the source of  the l iv ing.

O r i e n i o i i o n  i n  B o l i  b e g i n s  w i i h  t h e  s o c r e d  m o u n t o i n ,

Gunung  Agung ,  wh i ch  s tonds  3142  me te rs  h igh  i n  t he

eos te rn  cen t ro l  po r t  o f  t he  i s l ond .  The  moun to in  i s  t he

dwel l ing p loce of  the Hindu Gods.  Toword the mounto in

is  col led Kojo.  Since the mounto in is  fo i r ly  in  the center ,

then Koio is  o vor ioble d i rect ion.  l t  is  nor th for  lhose who

l ive in  the south ond south for  lhose who l ive in  the nor ih.

The ont ipodol  to  Kojo is  Kelod,  seoword,  toword the lower

elevot ions ond owoy f rom the holy mounto in.  Kelod is  the

less  soc red ,  even  the  imoure .  The  second  mos t  soc red

direc i ion of ter  Kojo-kelod is  kongin (eost)  -  the d i rec i ion

w h e r e  t h e  s u n  r i s e s .  K o n g i n '  s  o p p o s i t e  i s  k o u h  ( w e s t )

wh i ch  i s  l ess  soc red .  IE i semon ;  1990 :3 ]  The  two  ox i s  t ho t

cross one onother  perpendiculor ly  creote o n ine-squore

con f i gu ro l i on  o f  o reo ,  ond  i he  cen te r  i s  co l l ed  puseh

which refers to the uterus -  on empty spoce where l i fe

begins.

Th i s  Ko jo -Ke lod ,  soc red -p ro fone ,  h igh - l ow  concep i  i s

deep l y  i ng ro ined  i n  t he  Bo l i nese  psyche .  V i l l oges  o re

ol igned koio-kelod.  Cemeter ies ond o lso iemples ore o lso

or iented in  such constro in.  Every house is  or ienled kojo-

kelod.  The fomi ly  lemple in  o house is  in  lhe most  socred

posi t ion,  ko jo-kongin.  The heqd of  the household l ives in

ihe mosi  ko lo bui ld ing in  ihe compound.  The k i tchen ond
gronory ore kelod.  Fur thesi  ke lod,  of len kelod-kouh,  ore

the onimol  pens ond the gorboge dump. [Eisemon;  1990:

4 lThe centre of  the compound is  on open spoce col led

no toh .

In Bol i ,  notoh is  s igni f icont  in  o l l  lhe l iv ings ospect  of  the

Bol inese people.  l t  is  not  merely  on empty spoce.  l t  is  the

mo in  spo l i o l  o r i en to t i on  o f  t he  compound  ond  o l so  o
ploce of  socio l  in teroct ions.  l t  is  o symbol  thot  represents

the encounler  p loce of  puruso (monhood) ond prodono

(womonhood);  heoven ond eor th.  l t  is  o p loce of  l iv ing;

o  p loce  o f  do i l y  oc t i v i l i es  whe re  the  phys i co l  body  ond

t h e  m i n d  c o n n e c t  e o c h  o l h e r  o n d  b r i n g  t h e  s e e d  o f

l i v i ng .  The  emp ty  spoce  once  ogo in  become s ign i f i con t

omong  the  o the r  spoces .

CONCLUSION
E t i m o l o g i c o l l y ,  o r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  t h e  s c i e n c e  o r  t h e  o r t

o f  c r e o t i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  A n  o r c h i t e c t  i s  o  p e r s o n  w h o
p lonned  o  bu i l d i ng  ond  ye t  o r ronge  spoces  tho i  emerge

consequent ly  by h is  creot ion.  The spoce ond the bui ld ing

i s  i nsepo rob le .  The re fo re ,  i n  i he  p rocess  o f  o r ch i t ec tu re ,
the creot ion of  spoce is  o lso by in tent ion os the creqt ion

of  the bui ld ing.  The spoce is  designed by in tent ion,  so the

spqce  cqn  o l so  convey  vo lues  ond  meon ings  to  i hose
who  use  i t .

I n  p r i m o r d i o l  s o c i e i y .  t h e  e m p t y  s p o c e  i s  n o t  o n l y  o

pub l i c  spoce .  l t  r ep resen ts  t he  l i vehood  o f  t he  soc ie t y .

The empty spoce conveys the bel ie f ,  the volues ond the

cul turo l  sp i r i l  o f  the society.  Physicol ly  i t  become o spot io l

o r i en to t i on ;  men to l l y  i t  become o  sou rce fu l  spoce  ond

soc io l l y  i t  become o  l i v i ng  spoce .  The  ex i s tence  o f  t he

empty  spoce  i n  l ndones ion  ve rnocu lo r  o rch i t ec tu re  i s

on  exomp le  o f  how  i t  t u rns  ou t  t o  be  s ign i f i con t  by  t he

o t toched  meon ings  ond  vo lues .  Once  ogo in  t he  phys i co l

i s  n o t h i n g  w i t h o u l  i h e  n o n - p h y s i c o l ;  i h e  t o n g i b l e  i s

noth ing wi thout  the in tongib le.  Both is  needed in order  to
produce o meoningfu l  ond s igni f icont  bui l t  envi ronment .
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