Abstract

Culture is a basic foundation in human life. Culture itself can not be separated
from human’s daily life. But the culture can be changing by time. In this paper, the
present writer wants to compare the origin of Chinese tradition and Chinese descent
tradition in Bagansiapiapi in Riau province, Indonesia. Although have been mixed
with local culture but Chinese descents at Bagan still maintain their ancestor’s
tradition such as: Spring Festival, Lantern Festival and Qingming Festival.

In the Chinese lunar calendar, the 1* of January is the lunar new year. Among
the traditional Chinese festivals, this is the most important and most joyous one.
Since it is the end of winter and the beginning of spring when the lunar year is
celebrated, so people also called it Spring Festival. The Lantern Festival in Chinese
traditions falls on the 15™ of the first month of the lunar calendar. The night of this
day people will see the first full moon of the year and so according to the Chinese
customs, it is considered as the occasion for family reunion and festival celebration.
In China, Qingming is one of the 24 Solar Terms and an traditional festival. Chinese
celebrate the Qingming Festival by visiting their stors’ tombs and touring the greens.

The first chapter in this paper will begin with introduction by attaching Bagan
town’s history. In the second chapter, the present writer will discuss the origin of
Chinese tradition and Chinese descent tradition in Bagan in chapter three. The present
writer will compare the differences culture of the origin Chinese people and Chinese

descents tradition in Bagan in chapter four. Chapter five will be closed by conclusion.
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